
 
      
 
 

 
 
RUTH RICHARDSON TO CHAIR BOARD OF SYFT TECHNOLOGIES 
 
Press release, 12-June-08, Syft Technologies Ltd, Christchurch, New Zealand: 
 
Syft Technologies is pleased to announce that the Hon Ruth Richardson has been 
invited to chair the board of directors. 
 
Ruth Richardson, who officially joined the board as a director on 1 June, will assume the 
chairmanship in August, taking the reigns from the interim chair Peter Cox. 
 
Syft is Ruth Richardson’s third board position with a Canterbury export company and 
complements her chairmanship of the Jade Software Corporation and directorship of 
Synlait, an innovative dairy company. 
 
She says, “The common thread of these three companies is that they all seek to excel on a 
global basis from a Canterbury base. All three are committed to substantial investment in 
research and development, and while at different business stages, they excite me in their 
ability to making good the commercial promise of their investment.” 
 
Syft directors and shareholders, Bruce Irvine representing Canterprise, and Andrew Couch 
of NZX-listed investment company Salvus Strategic Investments Limited, are delighted that 
Ruth Richardson has accepted the board’s invitation to help them take Syft Technologies to 
the next level. 
 
“Syft is entering a significant growth phase so we need the strong leadership that Ruth 
Richardson is capable of delivering,” says Mr Couch. 
 
Bruce Irvine, a Director of Canterprise, the commercial arm of Canterbury University and 
the largest single shareholder in Syft Technologies, says Ms Richardson’s appointment is a 
sign of maturity for the business.  
 
“The fact that Syft is able to attract quality people to the board reflects the commercial 
promise of the business. We see this as a great step forward in the development of the 
business,” he says. 
 
About Syft Technologies 
 
Syft Technologies Ltd was formed in 2002 as a hi-tech spin off from the University of 
Canterbury. Its head office and research and development centre is based in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. The Company has a European sales and support centre in Daresbury and has 
sales and marketing staff in the US.   
 
The company’s Voice 200 technology platform uses SIFT-MS, or Selected Ion Flow Tube 
Mass Spectrometry, to instantly and accurately detect minute traces of volatile organic 
compounds. The V200 spectrometer can be used for a wide variety of commercial 
applications, including container air analysis, food and flavour research, homeland 
security, petroleum exploration, medical and diagnostics research, and more. Further 
details can be found at www.syft.com. 
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For further information please contact: 
 
Hon Ruth Richardson 
Tel: 03 347 9146 
Email: ruth@rrnz.co.nz 
 
Andrew Couch 
Director 
Salvus Asset Management 
Tel: 09-414 7766 
Mobile: 021 443 035 
Email:  Andrew@salvus.co.nz 
 
Bruce Irvine 
Canterprise 
Tel: 03-363 3801 
Mobile: 021-392 329 
Email: birvine@deloitte.co.nz 
 
Shelley Grell, PR for Syft Technologies 
Communicate IT Ltd 
Tel: +64 3 381 6656 
Mobile: +64 21 747 355 
Email: shelley@communicateit.co.nz 
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Syft Technologies Ltd 
3 Craft Place 
PO Box 28 149 
Christchurch 
New Zealand 
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