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Vice-Chancellor’s 
Message
It is a great pleasure to be writing to Lincoln’s alumni 
in my capacity as Vice-Chancellor of the University 
and Patron of the Alumni Association. 

Landforms magazine is an annual production but 
it has been missing for a couple of years due to the 
unprecedented circumstances the University has found 
itself in as a result of the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes. 
It is good to see it back and to be able to contribute to it. 

Since I became Vice-Chancellor a year ago, the senior 
team has been fully immersed in short, medium and 
long-term planning for the University to deal with 
the impacts of the earthquakes and to focus on the 
future and the quality of the land-based teaching 
and research at Lincoln. Alumni are a very important 
part of that future. We value your contribution, in 
whatever form that may take, and hope you will enjoy 
being part of the University’s on-going success. 

I look forward to meeting many more of you  
and to hearing your thoughts on our plans for  
Lincoln University. 

Dr Andrew West 
Vice-Chancellor

andrew.west@lincoln.ac.nz
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Vice-Chancellor Dr Andrew West
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Welcome to the 2012-13 issue of Landforms magazine. 
It is long overdue! The earthquakes put paid to the 
last few issues as the University team tackled other 
priorities, so it is a very good sign that the magazine 
has now been reinstated. 

Over the last couple of years there have been so many 
changes in everyone’s lives here in Canterbury. Not 
least the passage from student to graduate for over 
1000 alumni of Lincoln University. Graduation is a 
very proud day for students and their families and 
while it marks the end of student life it also marks the 
beginning of endless career possibilities. Lincoln can 
claim so many success stories, with influential alumni 
all around the world contributing to just about every 
industry imaginable. 

Lincoln University’s specialist land-based focus has 
traditionally ensured high demand for graduates 
and it is this focus that is being strengthened by the 
new qualification framework being proposed by the 
University this year. The entire Bachelor’s degree 
portfolio is under review through a wide consultation 
process including school pupils, industry, current 
students, alumni, and staff. The final framework will 
be presented to the Committee on University Academic 
Programmes in May. At this time the University will 
be able to promote a streamlined suite of land-based 
Bachelor’s degrees to meet the needs of students and, 
ultimately, employers well into the future. To find out 
more about the review you can contact the Alumni 
Office at the University. 

And finally, a next-generation Lincoln alumnus?  
– Chloe Rosa Spencer-Bower joined our family on 14th 
February and – should she attend Lincoln University 
in the future – she will be the 6th generation of our 
family to do so.

Jo Spencer-Bower 
President

alumni@lincoln.ac.nz
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Jo Spencer-Bower

Chloe Rosa Spencer-Bower

President of the Lincoln University  
Alumni Association
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Indonesia calling
The 2012 LUAA Degree 
Scholarship was awarded 
to Mark Pavelka (48) of 
Timaru. Mark attended 
Lincoln for his Diploma in 
Agriculture and Diploma 
in Farm Management back 
in the 1980s before working 
overseas including a nine-
year stint in Ecuador assisting 
poor families. He has returned 
to Lincoln University to 
complete a BComAg degree 
in preparation for a move 
to Indonesia with his wife to 
undertake agriculture-related 
development work. 

LUAA Scholarships
The Lincoln University Alumni Association (LUAA) scholarship 
terms were recently amended to enable the Executive to award the 
scholarships to final year students, recognising that they are about to 
become alumni. 

The Degree Scholarship supports a student who is entering their final 
year of study towards an undergraduate or honours degree. Successful 
applicants are awarded $7,500 (2012 figure) based on academic merit 
and connections with the Lincoln University Alumni Association. 
Applicants must be a full-time student registered in the final year of 
their undergraduate or honours degree and must be a New Zealand 
citizen or permanent resident. 

The Diploma Scholarship supports a student about to enter the final 
year of the Diploma in Farm Management. One or more scholarships 
are offered annually to full-time students. The annual value of the 
scholarship is $5,000 (2012 figure) towards tuition fees or living 
expenses. The selection is based on academic merit and evidence of 
practical application of skills in agriculture. International and domestic 
students may apply. 

Applications for 2014 close 31 March 2014.

Mark Pavelka

Waiouru 
farmer  
a worthy 
recipient 
The 2012 LUAA Diploma 
Scholarship was awarded to  
Hamish Alexander. Hamish has 
been involved in all aspects of sheep 
and beef farming from a young 
age, having been brought up on 
an extensive sheep and beef farm 
in Waiouru. He attended Fielding 
Agricultural High School (2006-
2010) and has spent the past three 
years broadening his knowledge 
through work on neighbouring 
properties. With his mind set firmly 
on a career in senior management 
within the farming industry, Hamish 
believes that the Diploma in Farm 
Management will give him the solid 
base he needs. 
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Graduation 2012
Lincoln University’s 2012 Graduation Ceremony on 
20 April was the second in succession held in Lincoln 
township’s Event Centre, and the first under new Vice-
Chancellor Dr Andrew West. In fact it was almost the 
first public engagement by Dr West who took up his 
post on 16 April following the retirement of Professor 
Roger Field on 1 April.

Earthquake damage to Christchurch’s CBD and Town 
Hall has led the University back to a locally based 
Graduation Ceremony.

Five hundred and fifty-three new degree, diploma 
and certificate holders received qualifications at the 
ceremony, held in morning and afternoon sessions, 
preceded by processions from the campus down 
through the township, into Meijer Drive (named 
after former staff member Jerry Meijer) and on 
into the Event Centre. Retiring Associate Professor 
of Agronomy, George Hill, was the Esquire Bedel, 
carrying the University’s mace.

Celebrating success 2012
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Annual honours 
for outstanding 
effort
The tradition of recognising excellence continued 
in 2012 with the annual presentation of the Blue, 
Green and Gold awards, which celebrate achievement 
in sport, teaching and support, and cultural 
contribution respectively. 

For the ‘Blues’, there were 25 deserving recipients 
across the major codes, with some standouts being 
Jordan Taufua and Dominic Bird for rugby, who 
have recently received contracts with the Canterbury 
Crusaders; Sian Fremaux and Olivia Merry, who 
have been announced in the Women’s Black Sticks 
(hockey) squad; and Nicholas Kay, who qualified for 
the New Zealand Open golf tournament at Clearwater  
as an amateur.

All Black Sam Whitelock was named Lincoln 
University’s Sports Person of the Year, and for the 
second year running, the Lincoln University Netball 
Premier A team received the Sports Team of the 
Year award, having won the Christchurch Netball 
Premiership for three of the last four years.

Ivy Harper

Sam Whitelock

In the category of teaching and support, there 
were five recipients of the Green awards, including 
Lecturer in Farm Management and Agribusiness,  
Guy Trafford; Lecturer in Ecology, Dr Roddy Hale;  
and Teaching Assistant for the Faculty of 
Environment, Society and Design, Ivy Harper.  
For contribution to the cultural life at the University, 
five Gold awards were handed out: Feng Qin being 
one recipient for the Chinese Club; Laura-Beth Feary 
another for the Wine Appreciation Club; and Jessica 
Bould for the Lincoln University Planning Association.
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Medals and 
Honorary 
Doctorates 
Captains of industry and sport were among the 
recipients of top Lincoln University awards at the 2012 
Graduation Ceremony. Three honorary doctorates and 
two medals were presented.

The recipients were: 

Honorary doctorates: the founder and head of  
giant export beef and lamb supplier ANZCO Foods,  
Sir Graeme Harrison (Doctor of Commerce); 
the captain of the world champion All Blacks, 
Richie McCaw (Doctor of Natural Resources); the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, 
Dr Jan Wright (Doctor of Science). Richie McCaw 
is a Lincoln University alumnus, and Dr Wright is a 
former staff member.

The Bledisloe Medal was awarded to endocrinologist 
and equine scientist Dr Margaret Evans, whose 
scientific contributions helped consolidate  
New Zealand as a leader in equine reproduction 
research. Dr Evans’ studies with her PhD supervisor, 
the late Professor Cliff Irvine, helped establish  
Lincoln University and New Zealand as an 
international hub of equine research.

The Alumni International Medal was awarded to  
John Clendon, who resides in Krabi, Thailand, 
where he is Managing Director of Univanich Palm 
Oil Company, a world leader in the sustainable 
production of palm oil. In his long, overseas-based 
agribusiness career, John has made an outstanding 
contribution to this major global industry.

Celebrating success 2012
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Richie McCaw with the Chancellor, Tom Lambie

The number receiving qualifications was up 15 on 
2011. Thirty-five doctorates were conferred, 12 more 
than the previous year.

The ceremony saw Lincoln University living up to 
its name as New Zealand’s specialist land-based 
university with over half of the qualifications being in 
agriculture, horticulture, viticulture and wine science, 
agricultural science, agricultural commerce, farm 
management, horticultural management, valuation 
and property management, landscape architecture, 
environmental management and resources 
management. The majority of the balance came from 
the range of specialist commerce qualifications on 
offer at the University.

In his inaugural Graduation address Dr West said that 
feeding, watering, housing, informing and sustaining 
the citizenry of the world were becoming imperatives 
like never before, and that skills and confidence 
were the ‘lodestars’ for global survival, as Planet 
Earth faced the greatest expansion of mammalian 
population in its history.

Lincoln University and these 2012 graduates are well 
placed to face this future.
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Sports round up
Rugby’s prominence in Lincoln University’s public 
profile belies the existence and strength of many other 
sports pursued by students down the years.  
Weight-lifting, boxing, shooting, athletics, swimming, 
tennis, and cross-country running have all had a 
place in the past.

Today the sporting pursuits of Lincoln University’s 
students on and off the campus are equally diverse, 
adding the leaven of variety to recreational activity.

A brief look at some achievements in sport by Lincoln 
University students and alumni in 2012: 

At the London Olympic Games, the year’s top sporting 
spectacle, Lincoln University Parks and Recreation 
alumnus Jeremy Duncan, head coach of Swimming 
Southland and a former New Zealand swimming 
representative, was a member of the New Zealand 
swimming team’s coaching staff.

In the International Triathlon Union’s world 
championships in Auckland in October, Sport and 
Recreation Management student and Elite Scholar 
Reubyn Bisschops, of Oamaru, won the world title in 
the women’s 20 – 24 years division. 

In clay target shooting, Farm Management student 
Tara Lawrence of Whangarei competed in the New 
Zealand Sporting Clays Championships in October, 
and won the women’s 2012 South Island title in the 
South Island Championships in November. In 2011 
Tara won the National Open Ladies title and a gold 
medal for New Zealand in the Oceania sporting clays 
championships in New Caledonia. 

In cricket, Commerce student Lalithaananthan 
(Arnie) Yugaraja, was selected for New Zealand for  
the ICC Under-19 World Cup tournament in Australia, 
in August. 

In golf, fourth year Landscape Architecture student 
Nicholas Kay, a member of the Canterbury men’s 
senior team, made the field for the New Zealand Open 
golf tournament at Clearwater in November. Second 
year Commerce student Sylvie Williams was in the 
Canterbury team for the Women’s Interprovincial 
Tournament in Dunedin, in October.

In weightlifting, Commonwealth and Oceania 
championships weightlifter, Saxon Gregory-Hunt, a 
Sport and Recreation Management student, is on track 
towards his goal of the Commonwealth Games in 2014.

In rugby, Sport and Recreation Management student 
Jordan Taufua, played for the Junior All Blacks in 
the 2012 IRB Junior World Tournament in South 
Africa and, along with fellow Lincoln University 
students Sam Whitelock, Dominic Bird and Robbie 
Fruean, has a full contract for the Crusaders for 2013. 
Bachelor of Science student, Sam Whitelock, is now a 
regular with the All Blacks and toured to the Northern 
Hemisphere at the end of 2012. 

Lincoln University Rugby Club won its annual fixtures 
against Otago University for the Kevin Lundon Trophy 
and against Canterbury University for the  
Hart-O’Reilly Trophy. The Lincoln Ag Students’ XV lost 
to Massey University for the LA Brooks Trophy and 
MOG Shield (see page 28).

In hockey, Olivia Merry (BSc) and Sian Fremaux 
(Sport and Recreation Management) were selected 
for the Black Sticks squad. Sian played against India, 
scoring two goals in the match on 12 December. 

In netball, Lincoln University Premier A again won the 
Christchurch Netball Centre Premier Championship 
title, beating St Nicholas A, 53-41. The team has held 
the title in 2009 and 2011 and was runner-up in 2010. 

Many other sports could be mentioned too in which 
Lincoln University students have excelled in 2012. 
These include basketball, football, ice hockey, men’s 
hockey, rowing and women’s rugby. 

Celebrating success 2012
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Saxon Gregory-HuntNicholas Kay Dominic BirdTara Lawrence Olivia Merry
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Fit to lead
Each year a special group of people get 
together to take part in the Kellogg Rural 
Leaders Programme. These people are 
generally all strangers before the course starts 
but they have something in common: they 
all have a belief in the potential of the New 
Zealand rural sector, and in themselves to be 
leaders in that sector. 

Kelloggers – as the graduates of the 
programme are known – can be found 
making a difference in New Zealand’s rural 
communities throughout the country, from 
government through business to on-farm. 
These people self-nominate for the programme, 
putting themselves through an intensive 
programme learning leadership skills, public 
speaking, group goal setting, critical thinking, 
political and industry awareness, problem 
solving, self-awareness and much more. 

The programme runs over a calendar year 
and is delivered in three phases: two short 
residential phases and a project on a topic  
of choice. 

At the end of the programme the participants 
have gathered information about the sector 
and about themselves that will be invaluable 
as they move through their chosen career. 
Just as importantly though they will also 
have formed friendships and networks – and 
grown in confidence so they can take on the 
challenges that leading in the rural sector will 
throw at them. They will be fit to lead. 

History of 
the Lincoln 
University 
Kellogg 
Programme
Back in 1978 John Pryde of Lincoln College recognised 
the need for leadership and professional development 
in rural New Zealand. John visited the USA’s Kellogg 
Foundation and, with $250,000 from the Foundation, 
he set up the Lincoln programme in 1979 using the 
USA model. Since then there have been 28 courses run 
and a total of 632 Kelloggers are now contributing to 
the rural sector. 

In 2013 the first Australian joined the programme – 
Mary Johnson – who, at just 22 years of age, is also 
one of the youngest participants. Mary is a recipient 
of an ANZ Australian Beef Industry Foundation/Rural 
Leaders Programme scholarship enabling her to travel 
to New Zealand for the residential phases. 

Amongst the alumni are government ministers, 
agricultural journalists, rural bankers, directors of 
industry bodies, farm managers, consultants, lawyers, 
nurses, teachers, even a former Prime Minister. The 
common interest is the future of rural New Zealand  
– and now Australia. 

The programme is currently under the direction of  
Dr Patrick Aldwell. 

Mary Johnson and fellow Kellogger George Tatham

 www.lincoln.ac.nz/krlp

Rural Leaders
P r o g r a m m e  2 0 1 3

keLLogg

Here is what some of the past 
Kellogg Rural Leaders Programme 
participants have to say…

A leadership programme 
for rural professionals
The Kellogg Rural Leaders Programme aims to help 
those with a rural background realise their potential 
to be leaders.

•	 Secure	your	place	in	the	future	of	agribusiness	 
in New Zealand.

•	 Develop	your	communication	skills	and	gain	
confidence	in	your	negotiation	and	decision- 
making ability.

•	 Develop	an	understanding	of	the	issues	common	 
to all sectors of rural industry.

•	 Learn	how	to	investigate	and	report	on	an	issue.

•	 Achieve	a	prestigious	qualification	which	is	highly	
regarded and has a direct link with rural industry.

The programme involves three phases: two 
residential	phases	totalling	three	weeks	full	time,	at	
Lincoln	University	and	Wellington,	and	a	project	on	a	
topic	of	your	own	choice,	between	Phases	1	and	3.

Presented by:

Sponsored	by:

I had wanted to attend the Kellogg Rural Leader’s Programme for 
a	number	of	years	because	of	the	consistent,	positive	image	it	has	
in the wider rural community. It was always going to be challenging 
and	so	 I	waited	until	 I	 could	get	 the	maximum	benefit	 from	 the	
process.

I attended in 2008 when I was transitioning from deputy chair 
to chairman of a utility board. The programme provided me with 
many	 insights	 into	 how	 I	 operated	 in	 these	 roles,	 how	 I	 could	
improve as well as where my strengths in leadership lay. 

Communication	techniques,	self	reflection	and	networking	are	
three major areas of the course that have had a positive impact on 
my	work.	An	added	benefit	is	the	respect	this	course,	and	alumni,	
have within the industry.

The	 Kellogg	 Rural	 Leaders	 programme	 requires	 discipline,	
commitment and the willingness of participants to be pushed 
out	of	comfort	zones.	Those	prepared	for	this	ride,	will	gain	many	
benefits	to	their	professional	careers	and	personal	achievements.

cLaRe keaRNey 
Company Chairman 

I	 was	 lucky	 enough	 to	 be	 part	 of	 the	 2006	 Kellogg’s	 group.	 As	
well as meeting a great bunch of people the Kelloggs experience 
gave	me	 the	confidence	 to	stand	up	and	be	counted.	The	 rural	
sector	needs	more	people	to	take	leadership	roles,	more	people	to	
speak for the economic powerhouse of this economy. Many of the 
people I now work with are Kellogg alumni.

BRUce WiLLS 
President, Federated Farmers  

I	was	 fortunate	 to	be	part	of	 the	2009	Kellogg	programme.	The	
programme	 certainly	 found,	 tested	 and	 pushed	 us	 beyond	 our	
comfort zones but at the same time taught us the skills and 
techniques,	to	manage	in	these	situations.	

Being	 in	 an	 environment	 with	 the	 opportunity	 to	 question,	
discuss and debate issues and opportunities with a wide variety 
of	industry	leaders,	politicians	and	fellow	participants	is	certainly	a	
unique experience. The Kellogg experience will leave you with the 
skills,	knowledge	and	desire	to	take	the	lead.

When	 dealing	 with	 and	 managing	 people,	 understanding	 the	
different	 learning	styles	and	the	preferred	communication	styles,	
learnt through Kellogg’s has been a real asset.

The Kellogg network has been and will continue to be a huge 
help to me in my roles. The contacts made and the contacts and 
knowledge they lead to are huge and widespread and have proved 
invaluable to me on many occasions. 

I would strongly recommend applying for the opportunity 
Kellogg’s offers.

Boyd MacdoNaLd 
General Manager, Lone Star Farms Ltd
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To find out more about the  
Kellogg Rural Leaders Programme: 

email: leaders@lincoln.ac.nz or check the 
website: www.lincoln.ac.nz/krlp. 

The team can be reached on (03) 325 3661. 
Applications must be in by October each year 
for the following year’s intake.  
Entry is by selection panel. 

2014 entries close mid-October 2013.

Sophie Stanley: 2012 Kellogger
Sophie Stanley, 26, grew up on the family beef and 
sheep farm in Rangitaiki, Taupo and is currently 
working as an ANZ Agri Manager based in 
Morrinsville. She is also a Kellogger. 

“I heard about the programme through previous 
Kelloggers and through the New Zealand Young 
Farmers network. I have a few years work experience 
under my belt and figured it was time to push myself 
and to take up the challenge that the Kellogg Rural 
Leaders Programme offers,” says Sophie.

Sophie did a Bachelor of Business Studies and a 
Bachelor of Science (Agricultural Science) at Massey 
University before joining ANZ in Morrinsville, and 
says the Kellogg Programme has built hugely on 
her study and work experience to-date. “The Kellogg 
programme has given me greater confidence to stand 
up and express my ideas – and the networks and 
contacts I have built have been invaluable already. I 
have widened my industry knowledge and developed 
leadership skills. It has been a great year.”

Sophie’s project was entitled ‘Harnessing Brand 
NZ in China’. “China is an important market for 
New Zealand, so understanding our competitive 
advantage and how we can leverage this better will 
enable greater returns to farmers in the future. New 
Zealand has competitors now – countries that also 
produce through low cost pastoral systems – so we 
need to get more value from our products to ensure 
we have strong pathways to becoming a high income 
country in the future. I didn’t know a lot about our 
positioning in China so I chose this project topic 
to be useful to others but also to broaden my own 
knowledge,” says Sophie.

When asked what type of person should take on the 
challenge of the Kellogg Rural Leaders Programme 
Sophie answered: “Anyone with a passion for the 
agricultural industry. Someone with drive who has 
goals for future leadership. Someone who wants to 
challenge themselves and put themselves outside their 
comfort zone, and learn something new. Someone 
who wants to meet a great group of like-minded 
people”. If this sounds like you, get in touch now. 

And would Sophie recommend the programme to 
others? “Absolutely, without a doubt!”
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Telford 
graduation
On Friday 23 November, 2012, 98 graduates from 
Telford proudly received their respective diplomas, 
certificates and awards at the Balclutha War Memorial 
Hall, while another 704 graduates were awarded their 
qualifications ‘in absentia’.

The graduation ceremony started with a procession 
of both students and staff down the main street of 
Balclutha, ending at the Balclutha War Memorial 
Hall, where a packed auditorium of parents, VIPs and 
community spectators watched the well deserving 
graduates receive their certificates.

As part of graduation festivities, a graduation dinner 
was held the night prior, with over 300 in attendance.

State Highway 1 closed for Telford graduation
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Scholarship 
students 
‘lending a hand’
Set up in 2011, ‘Lend a Hand’ is a scheme devised by 
the University’s Future Leaders Scholarship students 
to help raise funds for charities and organisations in 
need, while also giving the students experience to help 
realise their leadership potential.

In 2012 the students organised a ‘Shave to Save’ event 
for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer New Zealand. The 
campus was opened up to the community, and joining 
them were staff and students, as well as professional 
rugby players Richie McCaw, Robbie Fruen, Michael 
Hobbs and Anthony Boric.

During the two-hour event, 26 brave people shaved 
their heads for the cause, and while the shaving itself 
was taking place, a range of games, activities and 
prizes were provided for the families. 

From both the donations and pledges leading up 
to the event, and the event itself, the scholarship 
students managed to raise a remarkable $27,000  
for their cause.

University’s 
Sports 
Scholarship 
gets some extra 
bounce
By offering both financial support and intensive 
sport-specific training and management, Lincoln 
University’s Sport Scholarships have been helping 
high-grade students achieve both their academic and 
sporting dreams for some time now. In fact, Lincoln 
University can claim the longest running sports 
scholarship programme in New Zealand.

Traditionally, these scholarships have been offered 
in football, netball, rugby, hockey, rowing and 
golf; with an additional ‘elite’ category designed 
to capture some of the less common codes. In 
2012 however, in collaboration with Canterbury 
Basketball, a new scholarship specifically for 
basketball has been created.

According to Peter Magson, who oversees the sports 
programmes at the University, the catalyst for creating 
the new scholarship was an increasing number 
of “strong basketball players” applying for the 
University’s Sports Scholarship, and a growing interest 
in the sport identified through Lincoln University’s 
policy of constantly “assessing our programmes 
against what is needed at representative level.”

To find out more about Lincoln University’s Sports 
Scholarship visit www.lincoln.ac.nz.

On campus activity
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Familiar faces assisting with the shave
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Lois Dalley and Errol Parcell

New agriculture 
scholarship 
in memory of 
Flying Officer 
On 3 December 1944 former Lincoln student and 
Southlander Errol Parcell, aged 24 – a Flying Officer 
with 99 Squadron, RAF, based at Dhubalia, India 
– was second pilot on a Liberator bomber flying in 
formation with 11 other aircraft on a mission to attack 
an enemy occupied position in Siam (Thailand).

Around mid-afternoon, five-and-a-half hours into the 
flight, off Tavoy Point, Burma (Myanmar), there was a 
collision between Errol’s Liberator and another bomber 
in the formation, as they headed out over the Indian 
Ocean. The two aircraft crashed into the sea. Errol and 
all on board were lost without trace.  

It was originally expected that Errol would take over 
management of the family farm at Seaward Downs, 
and he was studying agriculture at Lincoln College 
when he applied to join the Air Force. While training 
at Wigram air base in Christchurch, Errol met Lois 
Dalley, a young secretary who worked at Sunnyside 
Hospital. Although they were never formally engaged, 
it was no family secret that the two were in love.

After his New Zealand training, Errol was posted to  
the UK, travelling via the USA, and then to India.  
He and  Lois wrote to each other often. Lois was 22 
when Errol’s family was notified that he was missing 
on active service.

Lois later married, but she and her husband 
separated. She never remarried. Lois loved tapestry, 
crosswords and her little dog, and often wondered 
what life would have been like as a farmer’s wife in 
Southland had Errol lived.

Lois Gilchrist passed away in 2012, aged 88. In her 
will she asked that her funds be used to set up an E.P. 
Parcell Memorial Scholarship to support a Southlander 
studying agriculture at Lincoln as her Errol had.

Information about the E.P. Parcell Memorial 
Scholarship can be found on www.lincoln.ac.nz. 
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Māori and Indiginous (MAI) Conference

Lincoln University played host to the 2012 MAI 
Doctoral Conference. The Kaupapa for this year’s 
conference was ‘Building on Basics’, with the chief aim 
being to provide an opportunity for emerging Māori 
and indigenous scholars to present their research in a 
supportive forum.

The conference provided an environment conducive 
to encouraging students to think about their research 
in a broader context; that is, beyond academia, and 
into the realms of community, business and policy. 
The event was also an opportunity to meet with 
established academics working in areas relevant to 
Māori and indigenous people, and went some way to 
assist in developing a national network of Māori and 
indigenous PhD researchers.

On campus activity
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Papua New Guinea

PNG English language testing

In April, June and July 2012, Scott Langdale-Hunt 
and Patrick Coleman from the Lincoln University 
Foundation Studies and English Language Division, 
visited the East Sepik Province and Western Province 
of Papua New Guinea to conduct English  
language assessments.

The visits were part of the Memorandum of 
Understanding signed in June 2010 between Lincoln 
University and the North Fly Electorate of Western 
Province in Papua New Guinea which, among other 
things, aims to provide training and consultancy; 
programme development; and collaborative research 
opportunities for the region’s people.

Assessments are administered in order to evaluate 
whether the test-takers are able to meet the English 
language requirements for entering Lincoln University 
programmes. All up, since 2010, over 300 students 
have been tested, with some travelling up to three 
hours from their villages in order to take the test.  
This is seen as indicative of the enthusiasm of the 
people in the region to take advantage of this rare 
educational opportunity.

Māori and Pasifika:  
Opportunities for educational 
growth 
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‘Ivey Hall 
Trust’ Update 
In 2003 the University launched the Ivey 
Hall and Memorial Hall 125th Anniversary 
Appeal Gifting Trust to raise funds for the 
‘refurbishment and redevelopment of the 
buildings and facilities at Lincoln University 
known as Ivey Hall and Memorial Hall so 
as to return them to full operational use by 
Lincoln University’ as well as to direct any 
additional funds raised to other building work. 

Many alumni and staff gave to the fund 
with the total raised exceeding $400,000 but 
regrettably it was insufficient to enable the 
needed work to proceed at that time. 

The Vice-Chancellor has been in touch 
with all donors to keep them informed of 
the current state of the buildings due to the 
earthquake and donors will be notified as 
information comes to hand from insurance 
and engineers’ discussions. 

The University would like to publically thank 
the donors for their patience as the process  
is worked through, and for giving generously 
to the fund. 

Memorial Hall post-earthquake

RFH

State of the 
Campus
Since the earthquakes there have been a few changes 
on campus. With the closing of the Hilgendorf Building, 
there was an immediate need to provide space for 
displaced staff – who are thanked for their patience 
during the last year. The University is pleased to say 
that a new building (currently known simply as ‘RFH’ 
– Replacement For Hilgendorf) opened as planned 
in February 2013 and those staff who have been 
doubled up over the last year will finally have some 
quality space. In addition, two teaching labs in the NRE 
building have been fitted out and are now on stream. 
The refurbishment of the Riddolls Building, which 
will house the Agriculture Sciences Department of the 
Agriculture and Life Sciences faculty, has largely been 
completed and staff have already moved in.

Not so positive is the progress on the new look  
Mrs O’s café and the dining hall and kitchen 
– remedial work that was planned prior to the 
earthquakes. Earthquake damage discovered during 
the refurbishment work has delayed the reopening 
of both Mrs O’s and the dining hall – pushing the 
opening well into 2013 or even 2014. Engineers and 
University staff are working around the clock to get 
there as quickly as possible.

Between the Store and Lincoln Agritech’s offices, 
temporary buildings are under construction and 
these will house the postgrads from the Faculty of 
Environment, Society and Design. 

The future of the vacant Hilgendorf Building and the 
Student Union Building will be considered as part 
of an overall campus plan that has been put out for 
consultation with staff, alumni and the community. 
Plans will be made available as they are finalised. 
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Re-positioning 
leading edge 
research 
After 18 years as Lincoln Ventures Limited, the  
100% owned subsidiary of Lincoln University is  
re-positioning its brand and focus to become  
Lincoln Agritech Limited.

Lincoln Ventures was created in 1994 through 
combining a number of operations, including the  
New Zealand Agricultural Engineering Institute 
(NZAEI), the Kellogg Farm Management Unit and the 
Centre for Resource Management.

Today, Lincoln Agritech Limited is a leading edge 
research and development company with a history 
of applying new and innovative engineering and 
science technologies to support agriculture, industry, 
and the environment. 

Lincoln Agritech’s core capabilities align with the 
value chain of the primary sector – from on-farm 
precision management of inputs such as fertiliser  
and irrigation, to protecting the sustainable 
productivity of the land and environment, to 
maximising the efficiency and value-add of 
manufacturing and processing activities in applying 
new sensor technologies. 

For more information visit www.lincolnagritech.co.nz.

Lincoln Agritech’s Chief is Peter Barrowclough.  
peter.barrowclough@lincoln.ac.nz.

Lincoln 
University 
Recreation 
Society seeks 
your support
Are you looking to be more involved in actively 
supporting students at Lincoln? The Lincoln University 
Recreation Society is a student-run initiative 
with the purpose of connecting Bachelor of Sport 
and Recreation Management (BRSM) students at 
Lincoln University with individual professionals 
and organisations. The BSRM degree involves a 
compulsory practical work component of 480 hours. 
The Lincoln University Recreation Society aims to aid 
in searching and finding appropriate work experience 
for the students.

In order to establish an active community of students 
eager to contribute to the recreation industry through 
volunteer and paid positions, the Lincoln University 
Recreation Society is seeking funding to cover the basic 
costs for 2013. 

For more information on how to support the future  
of recreation and sport in Canterbury,  
email: Jenn.Halliday@LURecreationSociety.com or  
visit the website at www.LURecreationSociety.com.
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Staff coming  
and going
Senior appointments

• Associate Professor Charles Lamb, Director, Telford Division, started 
10 October 2011.

• Dr Andrew West, Vice-Chancellor, started 16 April 2012.

• Mr Jeremy Baker, Assistant Vice-Chancellor, Business Development, 
started 19 November 2012.

• Mr Murray Dickson, Group Manager, Corporate Services, started  
14 January 2013.

Senior departures

• Dr Alan McKinnon, Professor of Applied Computing, on  
30 November 2011, after 30 years of service. 

• Professor Roger Field, Vice-Chancellor, on 1 April 2012, after 42 years 
of service.

• Dr Andrew Sykes, Professor of Animal Science and Head of the 
Department of Agricultural Sciences, on 25 May 2012, after 34 years 
of service.

• Mr George Hill, Associate Professor in Agronomy, on 15 June 2012, 
after 40 years of service.

• Dr Patrick Aldwell, Dean, Faculty of Commerce, on 26 June 2012, 
after 14 years of service. 

• Dr Ali Memon, Professor of Environmental Management and 
Planning, on 12 July 2012, after 14 years of service.

• Dr Harvey Perkins, Professor of Human Geography, on 12 July 2012, 
after 24 years of service.

• Dr Robert Sherlock, Associate Professor in Environmental Chemistry 
and Soil Science, on 13 July 2012, after 34 years of service.

• Mr Ian Douthwaite, International Director, on 21 September 2012, 
after one year of service.

• Dr Sandra Martin, Associate Professor in Agribusiness for 
Development, on 9 November 2012, after 39 years of service. 

• Mr John Clark, Finance Director, on 14 November 2012, after  
14 years of service.

• Dr Richard Duncan, Professor in Ecology, on 18 December 2012,  
after 19 years of service.

• Ms Robyn Byrne, Executive Officer, Vice-Chancellor’s Office,  
on 18 December 2012, after 7.5 years of service.

Deaths 
The University notes with 
sadness the passing in late 2012 
of Dr Jean Garner, Dr Graeme 
Buchan and Dr Gill Jordan. They 
made a considerable contribution 
to Lincoln over many years and 
will be sorely missed. 

• Dr Jean Garner, Inclusive 
Education Coordinator, on  
29 November 2012.

• Dr Graeme Buchan, Associate 
Professor of Environmental 
Physics, on 5 December 2012. 

• Dr Gill Jordan, Director  
of Student Administration,  
on 25 December 2012. 

Jeremy Baker

George Hill
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Certificate for Rural Animal Technicians

A new certificate commencing in 2013 has been 
added to the already comprehensive suite of industry 
relevant programmes available at Lincoln University’s 
Telford division. The Certificate for Rural Animal 
Technicians is a ‘hands-on’ 37 week (one academic 
year) programme that provides comprehensive 
training to competently assist veterinarians with 
large animal practices. It could also lead to entry 
level employment in such primary industry fields as 
artificial breeding services, TB testing, dairy farming, 
retail services, or animal research.

The programme explores such diverse areas as disease 
prevention, treatment and control; parasitology; 
surgical procedures; anatomy and physiology; and 
rural animal handling.

According to the Director of the Telford division of 
Lincoln University, Associate Professor Charley Lamb, 
the Certificate for Rural Animal Technicians “is a 
positive response to the needs of the primary sector. 
The Certificate provides a valuable pathway into 
some important primary industry careers; which is 
all the more relevant considering the skills shortages 
currently experienced in the agriculture sector.”

A Level 4 qualification, students can enrol into 
the Certificate from NCEA Level 2 provided certain 
academic and physical criteria have been met.  
The applicant must also be 18 years of age or over.

To find out more visit www.telford.ac.nz

Telford sees new developments
Market day

In just a handful of months of operation the Telford 
Market Day has proven a great success; growing 
from just 17 vendors in May 2012 to a whopping 32 
currently. The market, which follows in the tradition 
of so-called farmers’ markets springing up throughout 
the country, owes its success to increasing support 
from the local community as well as enthused tourists 
travelling the scenic highway.

Run as a fund-raising exercise for the Telford Students’ 
Association, the event takes place on the third Sunday 
of every month at the covered equine area of Telford’s 
Balclutha campus, and has included sellers of various 
types of produce, antiques, wood, preserves, plants 
and jewellery. The success of the event has also meant 
that future markets will include recycling services of 
such items as plastic bags, horticultural pots and egg 
cartons, and in the summer months it is hoped to also 
include fruit produce from Central Otago.

The Market Day provides a great opportunity for 
people to promote and sell their wares; however, it’s 
not all about commerce. The day also includes such 
things as face painting, pony rides and, at times, a 
bouncy castle for the kids.

Market Day in Telford’s equine centreTelford students
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Staying in touch
In early 2013 the Alumni Office launched a 
new online system to look after alumni – called 
‘AlumniLinc’. 

The system will hold your contact details securely, 
and will enable you to log on and create a dynamic 
member profile; update your details easily; find other 
alumni (and send a message to them via the system, 
to prevent contact details being made public); select 
events you wish to be kept informed about; register for 
those events online; and form your own closed groups 
of fellow alumni to communicate with. 

The Alumni Office will be in touch over the coming 
months with all alumni we have contact details 
for, giving details on how to use AlumniLinc. In the 
meantime, please spread the word to fellow alumni  
to ensure we have their details in our current system. 

http://alumnilinc.lincoln.ac.nz
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Lincoln 
University 
Alumni 
Association
The Lincoln University Alumni Association 
(LUAA) belongs to all alumni of Lincoln 
University, Lincoln College and Canterbury 
Agricultural College. Ex students and staff 
automatically qualify to be a ‘member’ of 
the LUAA. The Association has an Executive 
Committee, which is elected by the members  
at the Annual General Meeting.  
The 2012/13 Executive is as follows:

Jo Spencer-Bower – President

James Nell – Vice-President/Treasurer 

Craig Williamson – Immediate Past President

Andrew Lingard

Hamish Ramsden

Roy Evans

Neil Gow

Derrick Moot

The Executive meet several times a year and as 
alumni you are welcome to raise any relevant 
topics with them. To reach the President, email 
alumni@lincoln.ac.nz particularly if you 
would like something to be raised at one of the 
Executive meetings. 

The meeting dates for the remainder  
of 2013 are:

• Friday 31 May – Annual General Meeting, 
Bledisloe Medallist Address and alumni 
gathering. All welcome.

• Thursday 18 July 

• Thursday 19 September 

• Thursday 21 November 

Alumni office and events
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Events and 
newsletters
The Alumni and Development Office runs a number 
of regular events and produces a quarterly electronic 
newsletter – called AlumniLinc and sent from the 
AlumniLinc system – as well as this annual magazine. 

The events are listed on AlumniLinc and invitations 
are sent out to those alumni in the appropriate 
geographical area or other grouping that would suit 
the event. AlumniLinc is automatically sent to any 
alumni we have an email address for unless you have 
specifically opted out of receiving it. 

There are also a number of ‘branch’ gatherings  
each year that we will promote, and reunions of 
different year groups/courses – all organised by fellow 
alumni. These take place all around the world, not 
just at Lincoln. 

To find out more about what is going on or to look 
into organising an event, check out the web pages or 
talk to one of the Alumni and Development Officers,  
on alumni@lincoln.ac.nz or (03) 325 2811. 
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Celebrating 
50 years of 
research 
excellence
The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit (AERU) 
at Lincoln University celebrated 50 years of research 
leadership in October 2012 by hosting an event 
involving past and current staff, government officials 
and key stakeholders.

Founded in 1962 under Professor Bryan Philpott, 
the AERU was originally created as a research division 
within the Commerce programme at the University. 
Now, 50 years on, the organisation “operates as a 
semi-autonomous research centre providing research 
expertise for a wide-range of regional, national and 
international organisations in the public and private 
sectors,” according to AERU Director, Professor 
Caroline Saunders.

Although the research interests of the AERU have 
changed over time, the ultimate objective has always 
been the promotion of New Zealand’s economic 
interests. Historically, the organisation has concerned 
itself with such endeavors as increasing primary 
production output, market forecasting, rural resource 
management, and the study of perceptions around 
either various food technologies or New Zealand 
products in overseas markets.

Alumni and 
Development 
Officers
Introducing the University’s Alumni and Development 
Officers, Penny Curran and Anisha Thomas.

AERU Director, Professor Caroline Saunders  
caroline.saunders@lincoln.ac.nz.

Now, according to Professor Saunders, “we specialise 
in the four key areas of trade and environment; 
economic development; non-market valuation; and 
social research. However, a common theme that 
unites our recent research programmes is sustainable 
well-being.”

With 15 staff in total, the AERU also provides 
mentoring for emerging researchers and publishes on 
a diverse range of topical issues.

Penny Curran 
Bachelor of Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management (1999)

Anisha Thomas 
Bachelor of Commerce (2013)
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On Saturday 27 October 2012, 200 alumni, 
distinguished guests and friends of Lincoln University 
enjoyed a night of celebration and remembrance 
of 134 years of Lincoln University at the Air Force 
Museum in Wigram.

The ‘Generations at Lincoln’ event focused on 
the unique generational relationship of Lincoln 
University graduates. For instance, while three to four 
generations are common, some families have up to 
five generations who have studied at Lincoln.

One of those ‘five generation’ families is the McCaw 
family. In attendance at the event were two of those 
generations – current Alumni Association President  
Jo Spencer-Bower; her brother, current All Black 
Richie McCaw; and their father Don McCaw. Don’s 
father, James (Jim) McCaw was also a Lincoln 
graduate, as was his father before him, Alexander 
McCaw. Alex enrolled in 1912, however the family’s 
connection goes back even further – to their great-
great uncle Basil Seth-Smith who enrolled at Lincoln 
in 1892 for a Certificate in Agriculture.

The evening included two alumni guest speakers: 
former Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary General 
of the Commonwealth, Sir Don McKinnon ONZ, 
GCVO and Everest mountaineer Mark Inglis. 

Lincoln University ‘generates’  
a first with alumni function

Sir Don McKinnon, Errol Costello, Dr Andrew West

Mark Inglis, Anne Inglis, Cathy Bachelor

Sir Don studied agriculture and valuation farm 
management at Lincoln from 1960 to 1961, and was 
also Vice-President of the Students’ Association during 
that time. Mark was capped in 1989 with a Bachelor 
of Science with First Class Honours in Biochemistry. 

The evening took the form of a formal dinner with 
plenty of opportunities before and after dinner to 
mix, mingle and socialise; with 1940s-style big band 
Sideline Swing providing the music.
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Medallists’ 
Lunch
Every second year past recipients of the International 
Alumni Medal and the Bledisloe Medal are invited 
to attend a lunch with past presidents of the Alumni 
Association, the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and the 
Executive of LUAA. In 2012, 41 guests were hosted 
by Elizabeth Cruickshank (1994/5 LUAA President 
and one of the two alumni representatives on the 
University Council in 2012). The next gathering will 
be in 2014. 

To find out more about the previous recipients and 
the nomination criteria, visit the alumni pages of the 
Lincoln University website www.lincoln.ac.nz. 

Bledisloe Medallists Jock Allison (2003) and Sam Robinson (2008) 
looking at the medallist book with Alumni and Development Officer, 

Penny Curran looking on

Chancellor Tom Lambie with John Ryan 
being awarded LU Medal 2012

Chancellor Tom Lambie with Bob Engelbrecht 
being awarded LU Medal 2012
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Excerpts from 
the Bledisloe 
Medallist 
address 2012: 
Lincoln, Ladies, 
Links – and Luck
Written and delivered by Dr Margaret Evans 

As you know, any award in science is only achieved 
with the efforts of many and in this short address 
today, you will see how various people have helped 
me over the years.

When thinking about the various factors that have 
impacted on my working life, I decided there were a 
few themes to come through – Lincoln is central of 
course, but also the links that are made – with other 
researchers and with collaborators, and also in my 
case, links with the human hospital. And of course 
there are some influences due to my being a ‘lass’ and 
not a ‘lad’, and on top of that there has been quite an 
element of luck! 

However, of these 4 themes, it is Lincoln that was 
so significant at the outset. The year we began at 
Lincoln – 1968 - the then Principal, Dr (later Sir) 
Malcolm Burns titled his comments with ‘Lincoln – the 
changing scene’ and he said that Lincoln was entering 
a time of great change! 

I hope that by relating a little of my time at Lincoln 
when indeed a lot of change occurred you will see this 
attribute of adaptability (that Lincoln has) emerge, 
and how this influenced my own work.

Starting at the beginning, I was fortunate to be 
brought up on a sheep farm in North Canterbury, 
where my Father and Grandfather established one of 
the earliest Corriedale studs and this is where I became 
interested in all livestock.

While at boarding school in Christchurch, Rangi Ruru,  
I chose nursing as my future career as this was a 

2012 Bledisloe 
Medallist
At the 2012 graduation, the Bledisloe Medal was 
awarded to Dr Margaret Evans. 

Dr Evans then gave the 2012 Bledisloe Medal address 
prior to the Annual General Meeting on 10 August. 
An excerpt from her address follows. 

Dr Margaret Evans, Bledisloe Medallist 2012
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popular choice for girls at the time, my Mother had 
been a nurse, and I was very interested in biology. 
However, after a visit to the school by one of Lincoln 
College’s extension officers to speak about their 
courses on animal health, wool science etc, I applied 
to do a diploma in agricultural science. However, 
Lincoln advised me that an Ag. diploma was not 
appropriate for girls – none having ever done one 
previously - and that I should do a degree. I was 
surprised to find that when I began at Lincoln that 
Physical Science 1B was actually physics – which I had 
not taken at school since at that time “well rounded 
young women did not need to study all sciences” , 
plus chemistry was a challenge as I had not had a 7th 
form year. It is testament to the quality of the Lincoln 
lecturers, that I was able to pass first year, and each 
year as we got into increasingly specialist subjects I 
enjoyed the courses more.

The Wardrobe Mistresses Cleaning up after the concert... 1969

Margaret Evans working in lab

Arriving at Lincoln after being at an all-girl boarding 
school was different – very. That year – 1968 -there 
was a record number of girls enrolled across all 
degrees and horticultural diplomas and most of the 23 
of us were housed in “Matron’s Block”. Here we were 
kept safe from all the young men – about 500 of them 
also living on campus and whose rooms in Hudson 
and Ivey Halls and “P” block we were forbidden to 
visit. So the rules were pretty much like boarding 
school, except that we were allowed to “entertain” 
some of those young men for an hour after dinner in 
the small area at the bottom of the “Matron’s Block” 
stairs – needless to say it became a very crowded 
place. However, at the beginning of the next year 
Janine Smith and I became wardrobe mistresses for 
the annual capping concert, and since the wardrobe 
was located in Hudson Hall, we were given extended 
permission to go to Hudson in the evenings to sort 
out costumes. In a very short space of time (actually 
overnight) we had 21 assistant wardrobe mistresses, 
who also needed to have permission to visit Hudson 
to carry out their duties!! Clearly an early example 
of Lincoln College’s adaptability, and from that time 
onwards, we never had to request permission to visit 
any hall, nor to entertain in our own rooms. 

I spent one summer working for Prof Irvine of the 
Veterinary Science department who was performing 
very complex experiments on thyroid hormone 
metabolism using sheep as a model. Since Lincoln 
did not have a radioisotope counter at that time, I 
would go many evenings into Christchurch Hospital’s 
Nuclear Medicine Department to use their isotope 
counter. I don’t think they ever knew just what 
samples were measured in their pristine lab, although 
I was more concerned about breaking something and 
working on my own in the spooky basement until the 
small hours than a bucket of smelly sheep manure! 

Continued ...
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I began my PhD in the veterinary science department, 
with Prof Irvine as my supervisor. I had persuaded Prof 
that reproductive hormones were my main interest, 
in horses in particular, but he no doubt wisely said I 
had to work with sheep, Lincoln being an agricultural 
college and horses too difficult to study. 

About this time, a new symposium devoted to equine 
reproduction was being held at Cambridge University, 
and we were invited to present our findings. 

The visit to England and the Symposium gave me the 
opportunity to meet others working in the same field, 
and given NZ’s relative isolation at that time, these 
contacts were extremely important and allowed us 
access to newly developed reagents for our on-going 
experiments. The very first study we carried out was 
using one of these reagents to induce ovulation in the 
mare. As you know, mares are seasonal breeders, and 
most of them cease to cycle in the winter – with an 11.5 
months gestation length they are long day breeders. 

Not long after completing my PhD, Bruce Taylor, a 
class mate in our Lincoln BAgSci class, and I were 
married. Bruce had completed a veterinary science 
degree at Massey after finishing at Lincoln, and we 
planned to do postgraduate work overseas, and this 
we did in the veterinary science department at the 
University of Kentucky. 

On returning to Lincoln, and obtaining grant money 
from the New Zealand Equine Research Foundation, I 
began working on a series of research trials looking at 
the effect of hormones on uterine infection in mares. 

About this time I obtained a position as a scientific 
officer at The Princess Margaret Hospital in the same 
Endocrinology Department that had helped me set 
up our hormone assays several years before. It was 
a half time, as was my grant-funded position at 
Lincoln, so for some time I shared my time between 
the 2 institutions. Only occasionally did I arrive 
at the hospital in my overalls and gumboots – but 
I do clearly recall the look on the face of one of 
Christchurch’s leading surgeons when he shared a lift 
with me dressed like that. I didn’t like to point out that 
it was OK – I did have my pearls on underneath! 

 
To read Dr Margaret Evan’s full address, visit  
http://alumnilinc.lincoln.ac.nz/?bledisloe_medal.

Lincoln research farm – inside the shed!

Lincoln College Research Farm 1976

The Queen’s visit 1977
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2012 LUAA 
Annual General 
Meeting 
The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the Lincoln 
University Alumni Association took place on Friday 
10 August (having been postponed from 7 June due to 
unprecedented snow fall) at the Lincoln Event Centre. 
The meeting was attended by 28 alumni and seven 
members of the LUAA Executive. The minutes of the 
meeting can be downloaded from the alumni pages 
of the Lincoln University website: www.lincoln.ac.nz 
or you can request a copy from the Alumni Office by 
emailing alumni@lincoln.ac.nz. 

A little TLC
The Tuesday Lunch Club (TLC) is a monthly gathering 
of alumni local to Lincoln University – held on the 
last Tuesday of every month and organised by LUAA 
Executive member, Neil Gow. On 23 October, the  
Vice-Chancellor Dr Andrew West was able to attend 
the gathering at the Famous Grouse Hotel in Lincoln, 
to give an update on the latest campus news. 

New Zealand 
Agricultural 
Fieldays 2012
Lincoln University always has a presence at the New 
Zealand Agricultural Fieldays at Mystery Creek, 
Hamilton, and 2012 was no exception. The VIP 
alumni lounge in the Lincoln University stand was 
well used with the opportunity for alumni to update 
their contact details, have a coffee and catch up with 
Alumni and Development Officer, Penny Curran. 

Lincoln University can be found at shed E24. The 
‘shed’ is a great place for alumni to bring children or 
grandchildren to find out about studying at Lincoln 
University as well as to see what Lincoln has been up 
to since you left. Please call in to stand E24 between 
12-15 June 2013. 

Viticulture student Jody Scorer, winner of the Innovation Award 
at Fieldays for the ‘De Budder’ – a device for rubbing the buds off 

grape vines and fruit trees

Dr Andrew West at TLC
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A first-hand 
account by 
Graeme Campbell
A contingent of eight netball players, 23 rugby 
players and a gaggle of Young Farmers descended on 
Palmerston North on Friday 21 September 2012 for the 
annual ‘Agricultural Sporting and Cultural Exchange’ 
between Lincoln University and Massey University. 

The event commenced on the Friday night with a 
lively debate between the Young Farmer Clubs of 
both universities at the Masonic Hotel, which was 
greatly appreciated by the players of both codes and 
campuses. 

The sports matches occurred on the Saturday and all 
in attendance were treated to two extremely close and 
competitive sporting events.

Netball started the day’s proceedings off at the Massey 
Recreation Centre with a very tight game culminating 
in two six-minute periods of extra time finally seeing 
the Massey Ag Netball side edge out Lincoln University 
36–34. Enid’s daughter, Diana Bevin, presented 
Massey University with Enid’s certificate at the 
conclusion of the match.

So it was left to the boys to try to hold on to the LA 
Brooks Trophy and MOG Shield for the third year in 
a row (at the immaculate and impressive Sports and 
Rugby Institute fields and complex). 

The half-time score of 3–0 to Massey showed how 
closely fought the game was with the scores reaching 
8–7 in the second half before Massey finally took 
the lead out to 11–7 at the final whistle – and the LA 
Brooks Cup went to Massey.
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When we take 
on Massey… 
... sometimes we lose
The LA Brooks Cup, MOG Trophy 
and Enid Hills Netball Trophy were 
contested on Saturday 22 September 
2012 at Massey University.

The long-running contest between  
Massey and Lincoln takes place each year as the best 
of our rugby and netball teams go head-to-head. 
The rugby fixture, first contested 50 some years ago, 
is played between teams made up of agricultural 
students from Lincoln and Massey universities – and 
was originally a contest between the two New Zealand 
agricultural colleges. 

The trophy – the LA Brooks Cup – was named in 
honour of the donor, the mother of a former Lincoln 
student called Harold Brooks. Over time a second 
trophy was added – known affectionately as The MOG 
– a wooden shield bearing a remarkable resemblance 
to a toilet seat.

The Enid Hills Netball Trophy commemorates Enid 
Christian who was the first female who enrolled at 
Massey in 1932 as an 18-year-old, graduating from 
what was then Massey Agricultural College in 1933 
with a Certificate in Poultry Farming. 2012 was the 
second year of the netball teams being involved in 
the exchange and the first year playing for the Enid 
Hills trophy.
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LURFC and 
LUAA Golf 
Tournament
Each year the Lincoln University Rugby Football 
Club and Alumni Association get together for a day 
of golf. Anyone can play and those interested in 
the 2013 event should contact Graeme Campbell, 
Lincoln University’s Sports Coordinator  
(graeme.campbell@lincoln.ac.nz). The event is held 
in September each year.
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Reunions
A reunion is any ‘closed’ gathering of alumni eg a 
particular year group or course – and they are run 
all over the world by alumni for alumni. The Alumni 
and Development Office is very happy to help and 
in particular we can assist by listing reunions on our 
website and in the regular electronic newsletter. 

The 2013 reunions we are aware of are listed below 
and the list will be updated (on the website pages) as 
we hear of more. If you are running a reunion and 
would like some help, please contact the Alumni and 
Development Office on alumni@lincoln.ac.nz. 

Upcoming Reunions

Lincoln Alumni NSW Dinner (Pre Bledisloe Cup 
Dinner) – 15 August 2013, Sydney

Contact:  Alan Boddy
Email:  asboddy@bigpond.net.au

Melbourne Alumni Branch Annual Dinner  
8 November 2013,  Melbourne

Contact:  Rob Latimer
Email:  latimer@partnerfinancialgroup.com.au

Lincoln University 50 Year Reunion  
7-9 March 2014  
(Includes those who started courses at Lincoln 1963-65)

Contact:  Ralph Lattimore
Email:  ralph.lattimore@yahoo.com

For more information on these events and others or to 
RSVP, please visit http://alumnilinc.lincoln.ac.nz/ 
events/event_list.asp, email the contact person listed 
above for each event or phone the Alumni and 
Development Office on +64 3 325 2811.

Branching out
Lincoln has alumni all around the world and 
the Alumni and Development Office would 
like to help alumni to meet each other in your 
local area. We are aware of alumni branches 
operating in Melbourne, Sydney, Hawke’s Bay 
and, more recently, Paris and Papua New 
Guinea. If you are interested in getting fellow 
alumni together in your area, please contact 
Penny or Anisha on alumni@lincoln.ac.nz. 
And if you are already running branch 
gatherings please also make contact – we’d be 
very happy to help. 

Sports Coordinator, Graeme Campbell with Diane Stalker, the winner 
of 2012 Challenge Cup (28 September, Burnham Golf Club)

Guests enjoying the BBQ dinner at the 
Colombo Plan Reunion held earlier this year
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Lincoln University today

Dr Hugh Bigsby, 
Dean, Faculty of Commerce

Like any organisation, Lincoln University 
must evolve to continue to meet the needs of 
the environment we work in and to produce 
the people and knowledge to answer today’s 
global questions. Depending on when you left, 
there may have been some changes you don’t 
know about. A brief overview of the University 
structure as it is today, follows:

There are three faculties that deliver academic 
teaching and research within Lincoln University.

The Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sciences is the 
largest and comprises four departments:

• Agricultural Sciences

• Ecology

• Soil and Physical Sciences

• Wine, Food and Molecular Biosciences.

There are eight research centres aligned to the Faculty:

• The Centre for Advanced Computational Solutions

• The Centre for Environmental Toxicology

• The Centre for Food Safety (in conjunction with the 
University of Canterbury)

• The Centre for Soil and Environmental Research

• The Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Production

• The Centre for Viticulture and Oenology

• The National Centre for Nitrous Oxide Measurement

• The Centre for Wildlife Management and 
Conservation.

The Faculty of Commerce has three departments 
encompassing all the main business disciplines:

• Accounting, Economics and Finance

• Business Management, Law and Marketing

• Agricultural Management and Property Studies.

There are two research centres associated with the 
Faculty of Commerce:

• The Lincoln University Centre for International 
Development

• The Centre of Excellence in Farm Business 
Management (in conjunction with Massey 
University).

The Faculty of Environment, Society and Design 
has three departments:

• Applied Computing

• Environmental Management

• Social Science, Parks, Recreation, Tourism and Sport.

The School of Landscape Architecture is also located in 
the Faculty. 

There are three research centres aligned with the 
Faculty of Environment, Society and Design:

• The Isaac Centre for Nature Conservation

• The Centre for Land, Environment and People

• The Waterways Centre for Freshwater Management 
(in conjunction with the University of Canterbury).

Professor Bruce McKenzie,  
Dean, Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sciences
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research centres:

• The Bio-Protection Research Centre (the South 
Island’s only Tertiary Education Commission-
funded centre of research excellence)

• The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit.

The University has two distinct divisions, both  
of which provide pathway qualifications into 
Lincoln University’s undergraduate programme,  
as well as stand-alone qualifications:

• Foundation Studies and English Language

• Telford (formerly Telford Rural Polytechnic based  
in Balclutha).

A subsidiary company – Lincoln Hospitality Limited 
– provides accommodation, catering and conference 
services to students, staff and external groups. The 
Lincoln University Property Joint Venture subsidiary 
company is involved with the development of 
surplus University land for commercial and 
residential purposes.

The University also owns Lincoln Agritech Limited, 
a leading-edge research and development company 
with a track record for applying new and innovative 
engineering and science technologies to support 
agriculture, industry and the environment.

The University owns eight farm properties for 
demonstration or research purposes covering dairy, 
arable and cropping activities, high country runs, and 
light land research predominantly devoted to intensive 
pastoral systems and sheep research programmes. The 
campus also houses the Biological Husbandry Unit. 

Alumni are welcome to visit the Lincoln or Telford 
campus at any time. Contact the Alumni and 
Development Office, if you would like to visit any 
particular department or division. 

alumni@lincoln.ac.nz

Peter Barrowclough, 
CEO, Lincoln Agritech Limited

 Professor Caroline Saunders, 
Director, The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit

Associate Professor Greg Ryan, 
Dean, Faculty of Environment, Society and Design
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Ninety-five per cent of kiwi chicks die in the wild 
each year, with half the losses attributed to stoat 
predation. A current project at the CWMC aims to 
address this problem. 

Dr Des Smith of CWMC says “Controlling stoats 
to protect kiwi and other native birds isn’t new but 
traditional traps are labour-intensive to use - they kill 
once and then have to be re-set. We are working on a 
device called the Spitfire, which resets itself targeting a 
large number of stoats before it needs to be serviced. It 
therefore has the potential to reduce significantly the 
number of kiwi chicks lost each year in a much more 
cost-effective way than traditional trapping.”

The Spitfire works by firing a paste containing the 
toxin PAPP (para-aminopropiophenone) onto the 
stoat as it passes through a tunnel. The device then 
resets. When the stoat later grooms the paste from its 
fur, it ingests the toxin. PAPP was registered for use 
in 2011, following research at the Centre of Wildlife 
Management and Conservation, in conjunction with 
the Department of Conservation and Connovation Ltd. 
It kills stoats more humanely than other available 
toxins and has a reduced risk of secondary poisoning 
for non-target species. 

“The combination of the Spitfire and PAPP means we 
can be more effective in the control of stoats – and 
therefore more effective in the conservation of the 
kiwi, takahe and other native species” says Dr Smith. 

To find out more about the work of CWMC see website: 
www.lincoln.ac.nz/cwmc

RESEARCH:  
Centre for Wildlife Management 
and Conservation

Des Smith in the field

Kiwi
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RESEARCH:  
Lincoln to 
Antarctica
As New Zealand’s specialist land-based university, 
Lincoln’s research studies the land, the people that use 
it, the ways to protect it, the study of what exists both 
in it and on it. Antarctica is no exception. 

There are many facets of polar-related research carried 
out by the scientists at Lincoln University. From the 
mammals that poke their noses up through the ice, 
to the Dry Valleys that serve as a unique laboratory 
for scientific research, and further on to the human 
beings that sojourn there for work or tourism, the 
continent and the oceans that surround it. 

A sample of research activity in this field by  
Lincoln University staff follows. 
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Antarctica 
tourism
Antarctica, as a continent, is one of the most 
beautiful, remote places on the planet. For 
many people Antarctica is a place of mystery, 
a place of historic exploration, discovery, and 
suffering. Antarctica is where huge icebergs 
glide by populous penguin rookeries, and 
where majestic albatross sweep along on 
wind curling off the polar plateau. These 
preconceptions are perhaps why Antarctic 
tourism has grown substantially over the past 
two decades, now numbering nearly 15,000 
visitors each year. But should they be there? 
Can tourists help conserve Antarctica or will 
tourism destroy it? 

One current Lincoln University study 
investigates the impact and nature of the 
relationship between tourists and Antarctica.

Precious gas, 
but no ice
When most people think of Antarctica, they think of 
ice – lots of it – but four Lincoln University researchers 
have spent summer months on the continent studying 
desert soils in ice-free areas in the only study of its 
kind by New Zealanders.

The Dry Valleys in Antarctica provide a unique 
natural laboratory in which to study how soils 
take up and release CO2 on a daily basis, through 
non-biological processes. This knowledge has the 
potential to be used in future global carbon budgets 
and could also be used in the development of carbon 
sequestration projects, in which soils are manipulated 
to mitigate global climate change.

Most carbon is stored in organic forms originating 
from plants and organisms which live in soils, but 
inorganic forms of carbon accumulate in significant 
quantities in very dry soils. The inorganic processes 
are hard to study in soils where there is a lot of 
biological activity, but Antarctica provides an 
environment where it is easier to reduce the effect 
of the organic and therefore concentrate on the 
inorganic. A unique, natural laboratory. 
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Lincoln University’s Antarctic researchers are 
Gary Steel, Victoria Metcalf, Emma Stewart, 
Peter Almond, Carol Smith and  
Fiona Shanhun.
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Marine 
protection in 
the Ross Sea
Despite the investigations into the relationship 
between tourists and Antarctica outlined in other 
research projects, at the bottom reaches of the earth 
there still lies an ecosystem largely untouched by 
humans. 

The Ross Sea continental shelf ecosystem’s beautiful, 
rich and abundant nature is somewhat protected from 
human exploitation by its extensive sea ice, brutal 
weather, and remote environment. Marine animals 
including killer whales, sea-birds, penguins, whales, 
giant fish and species not found elsewhere in the world 
continue to thrive and exist with limited manmade 
disturbance. Natural processes, species interaction, 
interconnections, food-webs, complexities not yet 
understood and other unknown mysteries abound. 

Research undertaken by Lincoln University looks at 
the convention governing fishing in the Ross Sea, as 
well as the proposal for the establishment of a marine 
protected area (MPA) put forward by the Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean Coalition (ASOC). 
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The Ross Sea continental shelf 
ecosystem is found 155 degrees 
west longitude lying adjacent to the 
Antarctic continent. With depths 
less than 3,000 metres, it stretches 
over almost a million kilometres 
(Hance, 2010). 
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Adapting 
to 
learning 
on the ice
Due to mushrooming research 
activity, Antarctic science projects 
and associated deployment 
of personnel involve high 
levels of financial investment 
and demand for outcomes. 
Although much has been 
studied about the adaptation of 
Antarctic sojourners in isolated 
and confined extreme (I.C.E.) 
environments since the 1970s, 
this study was the first to look 
at implicit learning of tacit 
knowledge at polar workplaces. 
Consideration of the complex 
findings led to an integrated 
model for polar workplaces and 
recommendations for future 
applications and research. In 
addition to providing Antarctic 
sojourners a framework to 
monitor their own learning 
process, these models offer 
managers of Antarctic 
programmes a way to facilitate 
informal workplace learning 
through human resource 
practices and workplace 
design. As knowledge workers, 
Antarctic sojourners conduct 
cutting-edge science in a region 
that is becoming increasingly 
important globally. By unfolding 
the complex, multifaceted 
and vibrant nature of implicit 
learning, this study contributes 
to theoretical knowledge, as well 
as offering more practical advice 
bearing on the adaptation of 
polar personnel.

RESEARCH:  
Lincoln-led research  
in ‘unique wine 
growing laboratory’
North Canterbury’s wine growing areas centred on the Waipara Valley 
and Waikari may soon be contributing to a deeper understanding of the 
relationship between soils and wine.

A collaborative team of New Zealand and American scientists led by the 
Director of Lincoln University’s Centre for Viticulture and Oenology, Dr 
Roland Harrison, will start a research project in 2013 investigating the 
relationship between soils and wine character.

“North Canterbury is a truly remarkable laboratory for this type of 
research,” says Dr Harrison. “It is possibly unique in New Zealand in 
terms of the range of distinct soils - Glasnevin on gravel alluvium, Omihi 
on swelling clays with subsoil carbonate and Waikari on limestone – 
concentrated in one wine producing area.

“In addition, helpful factors are that the grape varieties are limited and well 
represented on each soil type and climatic conditions do not vary widely 
across the region.

“We will be applying concepts derived from pedology – the science of soils – 
to the study of terroir. Soil is one of six factors that typically contribute to the 
concept of terroir. The others are climate, landscape, grape cultivar, the biota 
and human cultural practices. Soil influence often registers most clearly, not 
in aromas or flavours, but in a wine’s shape, structure and architecture.”

The project will involve scientists from Lincoln University, Oregon State 
University, Portland State University, Landcare Research, plus grape growers 
and wine makers from North Canterbury. 

Aspects of the project were recently outlined at the Fall Meeting of the 
American Geophysical Union (AGU) in San Francisco.
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RESEARCH:  
Research puts 
the spotlight on 
tourism
Notable research contributions were made in 2012 by 
Lincoln University academics in the field of tourism. 

In collaboration with the Tourism Industry Association 
New Zealand (TIA), Director of Research Strategy and 
Development, Professor David Simmons, presented 
a State of the Tourism Sector report; while Director 
of Postgraduate Studies, Professor Ken Hughey, has 
been involved with research examining the impact of 
climate change on the tourism industry in the interest 
of preparedness.

Relevant research in the tourism sector is important. 
With the industry accounting for some 9% of the 
country’s GDP (equating to approximately $63 million 
per day) and with one in every ten employees in 
New Zealand either directly or indirectly employed in 
the tourism sector, it’s vital that research is attuned 
to enabling strategic thinking and sound decision 
making by industry players.
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As well as gauging the current mood of the tourism 
sector, Professor Simmons’ research identified an 
increasingly forward-thinking and active approach by 
industry players for improving their business outlooks. 
The result, according to Professor Simmons, has been 
“more interest in networking and collaboration as a 
way to build the industry collectively” particularly, 
when looking to meet the demands of new and niche 
markets. Likewise, the research highlighted a range of 
opportunities the industry can pursue; such as, cruise 
tourism, conference and events market, and the  
New Zealand Cycle trail.

Funded by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment. Professor Hughey’s research is part of a 
three year study working with Destination Northland, 
the National Institute of Water & Atmospheric 
Research (NIWA) and Victoria University, to help 
businesses in the tourism industry to be better 
prepared for the effects of climate change.

Increasing resilience and sustainability in the 
tourism sector in the face of changing climate 
and natural disasters is critical, and potentially 
worth millions to New Zealand. As such, as well 
as looking to connect civil defence with tourism, 
the key objective of the research was, according to 
Professor Hughey, to be able to “better understand 
and predict – with improved region-specific climate 
change modelling – what climate change would 
mean to tourism and how it would affect specific 
operations such as ski-fields, gondolas, and so on,” 
says Professor Hughey.
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Business sustainability 
top of the Commerce 
agenda
The recent retirement of Professor Ross Cullen and Dr Patrick Aldwell 
has led to the recruitment of new faces, and there’s been quite a bit of 
change and excitement happening within the Commerce faculty lately.

New partnerships are being forged with TAR College in Malaysia and 
Jaingxin University in China, which very much supports the strategy of 
linking the faculty’s traditional strengths with emerging international 
opportunities. Professors Keith Woodford and Christopher Gan are 
actively involved in developing Lincoln’s interests in these regions. 

In addition, the faculty has been conducting a review focusing on 
sustainable businesses and enhancing courses by reflecting on carbon 
trading, nitrate trading, environmental services and the greening of 
industry. And this is being reflected in some of the research projects, 
with topics including: the success of ‘eco-labels’, sustainability in 
residential buildings, and the measurement of energy efficiency in China.

These moves recognise the increasing global focus on sustainability and 
the environment, and the key objective is to better prepare students for 
the real world, and in the Commerce Faculty applied learning is given 
major focus. 

Faculty news and research
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New 
degree 
caters to  
niche 
market
In the interest of maintaining its 
capability to offer an undergraduate 
degree accredited with the New 
Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI), 
the University has introduced a new 
programme in 2013: the Bachelor of 
Environmental Policy and Planning 
with Honours.

Attuned to the University’s 
positioning as New Zealand’s 
specialist land-based university, the 
programme aims to offer further 
specialisations in the areas of 
water resources; agriculture and 
horticulture; property management; 
landscape; and environmental 
management, planning and 
policy. This is especially relevant 
when considering that most other 
planning programmes in New 
Zealand put their focus on planning 
for the urban space.

The new degree aims to prepare 
students for higher level studies that 
emphasise innovation and original 
contributions to scholarship, as 
well as honing the students’ critical 
thinking skills. Likewise, the degree 
looks to prepare students for a 
broad range of government-sector 
employment options while fostering 
close working relationships with the 
planning profession.

As part of their capstone project, Agricultural Management 
students spend up to 90 hours of their time working alongside 
Canterbury farmers to produce a whole-farm business 
plan. Recent collaboration with local banks and financial 
institutions has enabled the allocation of a real commercial 
farm to every student – over 100 farms are now participating 
in this programme. The aim is to ensure students develop 
an understanding of the complex interrelationships between 
business, family, environmental and technical factors shaping 
farm management decisions.
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Strong 
historical base 
to University’s 
association  
with China
Lincoln University’s connections with the People’s 
Republic of China are strong, cordial and long-
established. The association began in the 1970s, the 
decade in which New Zealand and China opened 
diplomatic relations. 

One of the first official visits to New Zealand by a 
senior Chinese political figure following the start of 
diplomatic relations was that by the Vice-Chairman 
of the National People’s Congress, Mr Ulanfu, in 
September 1977. Lincoln College was on Mr Ulanfu’s 
itinerary and he visited the Stud Sheep Farm and 
observed ewes and lambs of all breeds plus show sheep.

Lincoln University can, therefore, date its association 
with China from the earliest days of official visits to 
New Zealand. 

In May 1980, the first visit to New Zealand by a 
Chinese Vice-Premier took place. The visitor was Vice-
Premier Li Xiannian, then third ranked in China’s 
Government, and he too came to Lincoln College. 
Mr Li Xiannian, who later became President of the 
People’s Republic of China, visited the Cropping Farm 
and saw a sheep mustering demonstration.

From then onwards, VIP visits have been a regular 
occurance, laying a firm foundation for the emergence 
of a good relationship between the University and 
the world’s most populous country. The development 
of the connection is consistent with the New Zealand 
Government’s stated position that association with 
China is one of this country’s ‘most valuable and 
important’ foreign relationships.

China is the world’s second largest economy and 
is New Zealand’s second biggest trading partner. 
It is also New Zealand’s largest source of foreign 
students and Lincoln University’s prime source of 
international enrolments.

There has been an immense growth in Chinese 
students coming to New Zealand since the start of 
the new millennium. In 2002 the figure was around 
30,000. By 2004 Lincoln University had peaked at 
1660 students of Chinese origin on its roll of 4800. 
The number has stabalised since then and in 2011  
it was 405 in a roll of 3187.

In August 2012 officials from the  
Chinese Embassy in Wellington and the  
Consul-General’s office in Christchurch came 
to Lincoln University to present prestigious 
scholarships under the Outstanding  
Self-Financed Students Abroad programme  
to two Lincoln University PhD graduates from 
China, Dr Hong Ling and Dr Ji (George) Wu. 

Alongside student enrolments, research collaborations 
and links between academic staff are equally 
important. Contact at this level has been taking place 
since 1978–1979 when Lincoln College staff members 
were in advisory teams helping to establish model 
farms in Guanxi and Shanxi provinces and a group of 
Chinese horticulturists came to Lincoln College on a 
study visit.
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Seeing their 
future among 
Sarawak’s trees
Lincoln University’s Commerce Faculty’s connection 
with the timber industry in Sarawak continues and 
it is now one of the University’s longest standing 
international academic affiliations.

Initiated in 2000 by Dr Hugh Bigsby, now Associate 
Professor of Forestry Economics and Dean of the 
Faculty of Commerce, the link began as a field trip 
programme for final year students when Lincoln 
University offered a BCom (Forestry) degree. It has 
since evolved into a valued professional development 
programme in sustainable tropical forest management 
for Sarawak nationals employed in their own industry.

Lincoln University works alongside the Sarawak 
Timber Association as a partner providing a 
postgraduate programme in which staff, drawn from 
member companies of the association, study for a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Sustainable Tropical Forest 
Management. The qualification is taught in Sarawak 
and Dr Bigsby is Programme Director and Lecturer. 
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Sarawak forest

The students study under scholarships facilitated by 
the Sarawak Timber Association in cooperation with 
the Sarawak Forestry Corporation and the Sarawak 
Forest Department.

“It is a tough and demanding course spanning 
two years,” says Dr Bigsby. “The participants 
have to combine study with their normal working 
commitments, but they do it, and do it successfully. 
Their achievements contribute positively to the 
Sarawak timber industry.”

The current cohort of students will graduate in 2014. 

Today the most important formally signed document 
in the relationship between Lincoln University and 
China is arguably the tripartite agreement for research 
collaboration. This agreement, signed in China in 
June 2010, connects Lincoln University, Zhejiang 
University and Guizhou University.

At the time of signing, the Chinese national strategy 
of the Great Western Development Programme was 
identified among areas potentially open to research 
collaboration. When the President of Zhejiang 
University, Professor Yang Wei, later visited Lincoln 
University, he signalled interest in Lincoln’s work 
on nitrification inhibitors in dairy farming; meat 
tenderisation using kiwifruit juice extracts; and 
biosecurity work dealing with invasive insects.

It is certain that the links between Lincoln and China 
will continue and strengthen.
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LUDF’s increased productivity and 
profits attracts farmers’ interest
The changing emphasis of the Lincoln University 
Dairy Farm (LUDF) is drawing more attention from 
local farmers and industry staff. Attendance at the 
weekly Tuesday farm walk (9.00am – 11.30am) 
typically has 4–6 visitors and sometimes 10 or more. 
The farm’s Facebook page and website has seen a 
steady increase in traffic and downloads too. 

The increasing interest is largely due to LUDF’s record 
production results, which jumped by 12.5% in the 
2011/12 season, with profit (on a like-for-like payout 
basis) up by 15%. The farm produced nearly 300,000kg 
of milk solids per ha. with 5% fewer cows, compared to 
the budgeted 281,600. Results for the current year are 
on target to further build on these figures. 

LUDF is now 18 months into a new strategy 
to drive productivity to increase profitability 
without increasing the farm’s total 
environmental footprint. 

In practice this has included initiatives like optimising 
stocking rates, splitting the herd into two, mowing 
ahead of grazing, increasing the use of eco-n* to 
mitigate urine derived N losses, and more. 

Ron Pellow, Executive Director of the South Island 
Dairying Development Centre (SIDDC)** which 
manages the farm on behalf of Lincoln University 
describes the focus as “precision dairying” as the 
objective is to move from averages to minimum 
targets and consider potential production to generate 
more efficiency.

“We’ve produced a lot more milk from this milking 
platform than we previously thought possible, and 
yet managed to hold or reduce our environmental 
footprint” said Ron. “That contributes to achieving 
the demonstration goals of the farm; we’ve given 
Canterbury and South Island farmers more 
compelling reasons to come and visit the farm and  
its website.”

The 160 effective ha irrigated farm began operating 
in 2001 when it was converted to dairying and has 
since attracted approximately 25,000 visitors. “The 
challenge for this year is to repeat the previous results 
in a different growing season, so we can show it wasn’t 
just an anomaly. Plus we’re in a tighter financial 
situation with a lower payout and a high dollar, so 
we’re even more focused on cost control,” said Ron.

* Note: at the time of going to print Ravensdown has 
suspended sales of eco-n until international standards 
for its active ingredient DCD can be established.

** The South Island Dairying Development Centre is 
a partnership between Lincoln University, DairyNZ, 
Ravensdown, LIC, Plant & Food Research, AgResearch 
and SIDE. 

Lincoln University Dairy Farm



Landforms 41

Off campus

Off
 ca

m
pu

s

Ashley Dene:  
A Chronicle
In August 2012 Lincoln University published a 
commemorative book celebrating its 100-year 
relationship with the Ashley Dene Pastoral Systems 
Research Farm. Ashley Dene Lincoln University Dryland 
Farm – the first 100 years is now available at the 
Lincoln University bookshop*. 

It is an apt time for reflection as we are at a pivotal 
point in agriculture; like so many farms across 
Canterbury and New Zealand, Ashley Dene is now 
partially irrigated. As such it will become a platform 
for new research into areas such as the optimisation 
of water application and the hotly debated topic of 
land-use intensification. Dryland farming projects 
will continue on the remaining 150ha. This research 
is vital for the future of over two million hectares of 
summer dry country that can’t be irrigated in  
New Zealand. 

The book reflects on the farm’s characters, from 
Professors Eric Hudson, Ian Coop and Jim Stewart, 
to managers like Richie Rollinson and Ken Townley, 
and includes reminiscences from staff and students. It 
describes some of the innovative pastoral and livestock 
research projects hosted there over the years, including 
Coopworth and Booroola merino flocks, management 
of sub clover and lucerne, and gene-markers.

Ashley 
Dene
Lincoln University Farm

The first 100 years

The farm has been a wonderful laboratory for 
generations of students, and collecting, editing and 
publishing 150 pages on its rich history has been 
a challenging labour of love for Dick Lucas, Neil 
Gow and Alistair Nicol. “It’s a celebration of Ashley 
Dene’s colourful past, as well as a terrific reference 
on the history of farming in Canterbury,” said 
Lucas, who first visited the farm in 1958 under  
Professor Coop, and went on to become a lecturer in  
plant science at Lincoln.

Joanna Grigg of Country Wide magazine said it “has 
a smorgasboard of well-researched and independent 
advice,” and illustrates how “Ashley Dene has led the 
way in farm innovation and shaped dryland farming 
as we know it.”

* to order a copy contact  
shelley.drummond@lincoln.ac.nz  
or phone 03 325 3892 
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Lincoln’s Farms 
Lincoln University has a number of farms that are 
owned and/or managed by the University. The ones 
you have probably heard the most about are Ashley 
Dene (see page 41) and the Lincoln University Dairy 
Farm (LUDF) (see page 40). Lesser known are Mt 
Grand, Argyle, Silverwood and the Lincoln University 
Research Dairy Farm (LURDF). In addition to these 
there are other areas classified as farms, for example 
Iversen Field (20ha), Horticultural Research Area 
(20ha), JML Research Farm (37ha), Kowhai Farm 
(35ha), the Biological Husbandry Unit (10ha), Deep 
Stream (92ha) and the Cropping Farm (125ha). 

Mt Grand is a 2,127ha high country station at 
Lake Hawea in Central Otago. The farm is held 
in trust administered solely by Lincoln University, 
with 1,975ha on pastoral lease and the remainder 
a freehold title. As a result the farm is currently 
under the tender review process with the government 
which may result in some of the pastoral lease land 
being surrendered but the remaining land becoming 
freehold. As it runs today, Mt Grand produces fine 16-
18 micron fleece marketed through the New Zealand 
Merino Company. Merino lambs are marketed 
through Silver Fern Farms’ SILERE programme.

Argyle farm is similarly held in trust with the 
University as the sole administrator. Also like  
Mt Grand, Argyle Trust offers a scholarship each year 
to a Lincoln University student. Mt Grand offers a 
PhD scholarship, while Argyle’s is undergraduate. 
Argyle is a 433ha property near Blenheim, currently 
leased to a neighbouring farmer. 

The Silverwood farm at Hororata is leased by  
Lincoln University from the Silverwood Trust and is  
a 418ha dryland sheep property incorporating winter 
dairy grazing.

The Lincoln University Research Dairy Farm is 
55ha devoted to small area trials for research – 
unlike the LUDF which, although at the forefront of 
‘experimental’ practices through the South Island 
Dairying Development Centre (SIDDC), operates first 
and foremost as a commercial demonstration farm. 

Overall Lincoln University has around 3,900ha 
under University management with around 1,000ha 
owned by the University itself. The range of farm 
environments available to the University enables 
research and education to take place across all aspects 
of productive land, making the findings directly 
applicable to New Zealand farmers and students alike. 

Mt Grand Lincoln University Research Dairy Farm

Biological Husbandry Unit
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PROFILE:  
Family’s rare links with history

The weight of history rests comfortably on the 
shoulders of North Canterbury farmer and Lincoln 
University alumnus Forbes Mackenzie BAgrSc, 
kinsman of two prime ministers and son-in-law of 
New Zealand’s greatest war hero.

In the life of Forbes Mackenzie the history of his 
family, school, university, province, country, old British 
Empire and modern Commonwealth, all intertwine 
to make him a rich source of stories illustrating the 
connections. But conversation is never confined solely 
to the past. Mercurially minded, Forbes darts from the 
way things were, to the way things are, to the way 
things could be. He challenges orthodoxy and brims 
with novel enthusiasms.

A challenge currently on his agenda is the application 
of on-line technology to marketing New Zealand 
meat. It could offer far-reaching benefits for New 
Zealand farmers, he says. Another current challenge 
is advocacy for a national memorial to soldiers of the 
New Zealand Mounted Rifles, who fought gallantly 
with the Australians in the First World War but unlike 
them have no memorial in their home country. Both 
challenges reflect the great New Zealand virtue of 
making sure everyone gets a ‘fair go’. Concern for 
fairness is a strong Mackenzie family trait.

Forbes’ paternal great-grandfather Sir Thomas 
Mackenzie, Member of Parliament for 21 years, Liberal 
Party Prime Minister in 1912 and subsequently High 
Commissioner in London, was a resolute campaigner 
for honesty and fairness in trade. Battles he fought 
included stopping the British selling New Zealand 
meat in England branded as ‘English’.

The Liberal Party Whip in Parliament when Sir 
Thomas became Prime Minister was Hurunui MP and 
North Canterbury farmer George Forbes, later also a 
Prime Minister. He is the second prominent political 
connection in Forbes’ ancestry, through his mother, 
George Forbes’ daughter Jessie.

Historians are generally not kind to ‘Honest 
George’ Forbes, Prime Minister from 1930–1935. His 
reputation is still overshadowed by the Depression. 
He is, however, described as genial, conciliatory and 
straightforward. His national memorial is the George 
Forbes Memorial Library at Lincoln University.

Like his father, Clutha Mackenzie CBE, a wartime 
pilot, Nuffield Scholar, and Chairman of Waipara 
and Hurunui county councils, Forbes attended Christ’s 
College. His father was named after an uncle, Sir 
Clutha Mackenzie, blinded at Gallipoli, and later 
internationally prominent in blind welfare and Braille 
work and as Director of Auckland’s Jubilee Institute for 
the Blind, forerunner of today’s Royal New Zealand 
Foundation of the Blind. 

At Christ’s College Forbes won an athletics blue, was 
an inter-secondary schools swimmer and hurdler, 
and was awarded a Royal New Zealand Air Force 
Scholarship for a service career flying. That pathway 
competed with the family tradition of farming and 
the appeal of the land. The latter won, but he retained 
his interest in aviation, holds a pilot’s licence, owns 
an aircraft, and has logged over 5000 hours as a pilot. 
He also has an American helicopter pilot’s licence, 
qualifying in New York.

Forbes enrolled for a Bachelor of Agricultural Science 
at Lincoln College in 1962. He was a College hurdles 
and sprint champion in his time. 

In 1972, after travels in Britain and the USA, Forbes 
married Virginia Upham, daughter of Captain Charles 
Upham, Victoria Cross and Bar. The marriage created 
a further strand in Forbes’ connections with Lincoln 
University as Upham, whose military career is well 
documented, is one of its most illustrious old students. 
Forbes and Virginia farm 2350 acres at Happy Valley. 
Sons Stuart and David and daughter-in-law Rebecca 
Gillespie are all Lincoln University graduates.
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PROFILE: 
International 
award win for 
sustainable 
venison exports
Lincoln University alumni Tim Aitken (MProfStud) and 
partner Lucy Robertshawe were recently named the 
winners of UK retailer Marks & Spencer’s Farming for 
the Future Award. It celebrates supply chain farmers 
who stand out and make a difference to their industry 
in sustainability, community engagement or animal 
welfare. The pair topped 50 entries in the international 
category and went on to be named the ‘Champion of 
Champions’ as decided by customer votes. 

Steve McLean, Head of Agriculture & Fisheries Sourcing 
at M&S said the judges were impressed with Tim 
and Lucy’s efforts toward “enhancing the natural 
environment and water quality” on their venison farm, 
as well as investment in R&D and animal welfare. 
To celebrate, they were invited to afternoon tea with 
Prince Charles.

OBITUARY:  
John Aspinall 
– high country 
advocate
A belief that best practice in land management was 
to be achieved by the encouragement of personal 
ideals rather than enforced by rules and regulations, 
was held strongly by Lincoln University alumnus and 
high country farmer, the late John Aspinall.

John was passionate about promoting land and 
resource management practices based on science  
and knowledge.

John came to Lincoln University in 1971 and majored 
in farm management and animal science. He 
graduated Bachelor of Agricultural Science with First 
Class Honours in 1975 and subsequently returned to 
his high country origins and Mount Aspiring Station 
with its century of Aspinall family associations. 

The award has received widespread coverage in  
New Zealand media, and Tim told New Zealand 
Farmer’s Weekly that it’s “a win for New Zealand 
agriculture. We’ve collectively faced challenges with 
‘buy local’ campaigns in some international markets, 
but the reality is the UK venison producers can’t 
keep up with demand,” said Tim. “Plus research has 
indicated that we can supply the market and keep the 
carbon footprint lower than local farmers, despite the 
distance. Winning a UK sustainability award based 
on popular votes is a fantastic validation for all New 
Zealand agricultural exporters.”

Based in Hawke’s Bay, Tim and Lucy are part of the 
Firstlight Venison producer group. Tim also developed 
the highly regarded Aitken Weaning Technique, where 
fawns are weaned into the paddocks they recently 
shared with their mothers to relieve stress and improve 
survival rates. 

Tim completed his degree in May 2012 and credits 
the study for giving him a holistic and ‘big picture’ 
approach to the business of farming.
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OBITUARY:  
Colin Campbell
Colin Campbell (DipHort) was born in Christchurch 
in 1933. Leaving school at 15, Colin worked in a wide 
range of jobs in his early career before working for a 
fertiliser company running product trials and advising 
Canterbury farmers on agricultural practices. 

He studied for his Diploma in Horticulture at 
Lincoln College before going on to do a Certificate in 
Journalism and a Diploma of Sales Management.

Colin moved to Australia where a long and widely 
acclaimed career was ahead of him as a gardening 
presenter and journalist. He was a presenter on ABC 
TV Gardening Australia; a columnist for Brisbane 
newspaper The Courier-Mail from 1991; and hosted 
Radio 4BC (Brisbane) Talk Gardening programme for 
almost 29 years. 

He was appointed a Fellow of the Australian Institute 
of Horticulture in 1994 and in 2006 he was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame by Landscape Queensland Inc. 
In 2007 Colin received the Order of Australia Medal 
on Australia Day for his services to horticulture. 

Colin Campbell was influential in the creation of the 
Roma Street Parkland on the site of the old Brisbane 
railway yards, and was recognised in November 
2012 when part of the garden was renamed ‘Colin 
Campbell Place.’

Colin passed away on 23 August 2012 and is survived 
by wife Beverley, sons Ian, James, Grant and Stuart, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

John was elected to and chaired the South Island 
high country committee of Federated Farmers and 
was later elected to the national board. He was a 
Government appointee to the Otago Conservation 
Board and was instrumental in the formation of the 
Hieracium Control Trust.

In 2005 John was a Government appointee to 
the Walking Access Reference Group, whose 
recommendations led to the Walking Access 
Commission, of which he became a board member. 
The Biosecurity Ministerial Advisory Committee, the 
Mid Dome Wilding Trees Charitable Trust and the 
Sustainable Land Use Research Initiative Governance 
Committee are other groups on which he held positions.

John produced numerous conference presentations 
and articles and hosted many groups at Mount 
Aspiring Station. 

In 2001 he was a member of the New Zealand 
delegation to a United Nations-sponsored workshop 
in Mexico where he gave a paper on ‘Agriculture 
and the Challenges of Sustainable Development’. 
He was also a member of New Zealand groups at 
international sustainable farming conferences in 
Indonesia and Denmark.

In 2006, at the Ballance Farm Environment Awards, 
he received the Supreme Award for Otago and the 
Otago Regional Council Leadership in Sustainable 
Land Management Award.

John died in Dunedin on 4 November 2011, aged 60.
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OBITUARY:  
Sir Wilson 
Whineray 
Farming his first ambition
The appeal of farming as a career was strong in the 
mind of legendary All Blacks Captain Sir Wilson 
Whineray when he was a young student at Lincoln 
but he “didn’t have the money” so had to turn his 
interests in other directions. 

That was among the stories he told when awarded 
Lincoln University’s Bledisloe Medal in 2006 for 
outstanding contributions by an alumnus advancing 
New Zealand’s land-based interests.

Sir Wilson came to Lincoln University, then 
Canterbury Agricultural College, in 1953 as a Rural 
Field Cadet, an elite group the College groomed 
for government department jobs connected with 
agriculture. He completed the Intensive Course then 
the course leading to a Diploma in Valuation and 
Farm Management, awarded in 1958. 

Although born and brought up in Auckland, he 
arrived at Lincoln University from Southland, where 
he had been engaged in farm work waiting to take 
up his Rural Field Cadetship. His father’s background 
included dairy farming in the Waikato and Wilson 
turned to the land for his first job after obtaining 
University Entrance at Auckland Grammar School, 
where he had been a prefect and vice-captain of the 
1st XV. His mother wanted him to return to school but 
he wanted to “get on with things”.

The farming ambition was eventually shelved in the 
face of financial realities. Instead, with his Diploma 
in Valuation and Farm Management, the young 
Whineray went to a position with the State Advances 
Corporation, then he entered the business world 
having completed a Bachelor of Commerce degree. In 
business he achieved respect and prominence equal to 
his sporting lustre. 

The bulk of his career was with Alex Harvey 
Industries/Carter Holt Harvey where he rose to 
be Deputy Managing Director then Chairman of 
Directors. He was also a board member of many other 
leading companies and CEO of the Wool Corporation. 

Community organisations he served included SPARC’s 
forerunner the Hillary Commission for Sport and 
Recreation, which he chaired, the Halberg Trust for 
Children, the Sir Peter Blake Trust, and the Cochlear 
Implant Trust (Children).

In 1969 he was awarded a Harkness Fellowship which 
took him to Harvard University and an MBA degree. 
“My time at Harvard University and in the USA was 
life-changing,” he said.

At Lincoln University Wilson captained the 1st Rugby 
XV in 1957, under coach Harry Garrett, and led his 
team to winning the Ellesmere Senior Competition. At 
Lincoln he was both a Rugby and Boxing ‘Blue’ and 
it was from there that he was selected as an All Black 
in 1957 while still a student. He said he was always 
“hugely grateful” for his years playing rugby for 
Lincoln, Ellesmere and Canterbury.

Wilson Whineray was knighted in 1998 for services 
to sport and business management. He died on 22 
October 2012 aged 77.
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PROFILE:  
Ruth Seba
From Lincoln grad to Croatian entrepreneur 
Lincoln University alumna Ruth Seba (nee Anderson) 
lives and works on the tiny Croatian island of Korcula, 
half-way between Dubrovnik and Split, where she 
runs a hand-made filigree jewellery business, Seba 
Silver, with her craftsman husband. It’s a far cry from 
her days doing a Bachelor of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism Management at Lincoln, where she enrolled 
in 1991 with the intent to become a Park Ranger. 

Originally from Dunedin, Ruth also lived in the 
Scottish Highlands where she ran a Fair Trade 
retail business, sourcing products from Nepal and 
supporting development projects to benefit her 
suppliers’ communities. She met her future husband 
while holidaying on Croatia’s Dalmatian Coast and 
moved there in 2010. Ruth says “When I walk to work 
I am filled with wonder at the beauty of where I have 
ended up. It still takes my breath away.” 

Seba Silver’s target customer is the traveller in search 
of a unique souvenir who is willing to pay a little 
more for quality. Ruth focuses much of her time and 
energy on marketing the business to island visitors, as 
well as online – employing search engine optimisation 
techniques and using social media. 

She admits it’s challenging to understand Croatian 
bureaucracy and to maintain a unique identity in 
a crowded marketplace, but feels the management 
component of her degree was a huge benefit in setting 
up her business. Ruth advises budding entrepreneurs 
“to find a mentor, join an on-line network, and to ask 
when you need help. There are a lot of people willing 
to give their energy, time and share their resources if 
you ask.”

Ruth has great memories of her years at Lincoln, 
including Coe’s Ford parties, Outdoor Education 
field trips and struggling with printers to complete 
assignments on time. 

Despite the distance, Ruth still keeps in touch with 
many of her old classmates and flatmates from 
Stevens Hall and Maurice Street. 
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PROFILE:  
Certified 
Nuts and the 
desuckinator 
Lincoln University alumna Phyllis Morris (nee 
Huffine) came to Lincoln in the 1980s as an exchange 
student from California Polytechnic University in San 
Luis Obispo. The opportunity to work on her thesis in 
endocrinology with Dr Irvine also gave Phyllis the 
chance to undertake BAgSci courses. 

Although Phyllis returned home to a 20-year career 
in the pharmaceutical industry, the interest in 
agriculture was still there and nine years ago she 
changed career path. Phyllis and her husband Bill 
launched Certified Nuts, a family-run hazelnut 
orchard located on the North East side of Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley in a small town called Molalla. 

Phyllis’ love of the industry sees her involved in 
the Oregon Hazelnut Growers Society, Oregon 
State University Sustainable farming programmes, 
the Hazelnut Commission, Hazelnut research, the 
Hazelnut Marketing Board, the Sustainable Farming 
Guideline Development and Food Safety Committee. 
She is also on the Board of Directors for the Farm 
Service Association (part of the United States 
Department of Agriculture) for her county. 

Her active interest in sustainable farming resulted 
in winning the Hazelnut Association Innovator of 
the Year award for introducing Compost Tea as a 
component of Certified Nuts’ fertilizer programme, 
and for sharing the success with other growers. Phyllis 
and her husband went on to win again the following 
year for the development of a manual (non-chemical) 
de-suckering device that attaches to the front loader 
of their tractor. The device has now been adapted for 
many makes of tractor but the “wonderful aspect of 
the device is the ability to use it to cut down on fuel 
and chemical use because the device can be used on 
the front of the tractor while a flail mower is attached 
to the back of the tractor. The ‘desuckinator’ costs less 
than a year’s worth of chemical burning agents and 
is a better environmental choice to the benefit of the 
orchard workers, soil, small reptiles/amphibians and 
insects. We are very proud of it,” says Phyllis.

Phyllis speaks very highly of her time at Lincoln: 
“Lincoln taught me so much that I still use today. 
One, how to do research. This is such a valuable tool. 
But the BAgSci programme taught me how to be open 
to new perspectives, that there is more than one way 
to accomplish something, so keep your options and 
your mind open. I was taught to look into the future 
and the past for best management practices, to always 
talk to your fellow farmer to learn perspective and to 
keep track of your own practices so you can measure 
your results. Living, working, studying and staying 
with a farm family on the weekends at Lincoln was a 
great time in my life. I will always hold Lincoln near 
and dear as my alma mater.”

Phyllis hopes to visit New Zealand in the near future 
and to meet with New Zealand hazelnut growers.

Phyllis Morris at the alumni event at Domaine Serene in McMinnville, 
Oregon, 2012
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PROFILE:  
Young Farmers 
Contest Patron: 
Warwick Scott
Dr Warwick Scott was recently appointed as the ANZ 
Young Farmers competition’s first Contest Patron. The 
retired Plant Science Lecturer’s involvement with the 
contest dates back to 2000, when he started helping to 
set questions for the agribusiness section. In 2006 he 
became an adjudicator for the Grand Final.

The contest concept originally emerged from a quiz 
show at a US agricultural university and the first 
New Zealand Contest was held in 1969, featuring 
both question-and-answer components and practical 
sessions involving farm work, problem solving, and 
business skills. Today the competition receives over 
400 entries annually and the winner can take away as 
much as $70,000 worth of prizes. 

Contest Chairperson Bevan Proffit says “we are thrilled 
to have Warwick on board as our Contest Patron. 
His involvement with the Contest, in particular his 
contribution with the question setting, has been 
invaluable.”

Dr Scott was born in Christchurch and studied at 
Christ’s College and Lincoln University, where he 
completed a First Class Honours degree in Agricultural 
Science and a PhD in Agronomy. 

He served at the university as plant scientist and 
popular lecturer for 39 years, during which time he 
was awarded for Excellence in Teaching and Top 
Teacher in the Agriculture and Life Sciences Faculty. 

Langer Street 
unveiled in 
Selwyn District 
The deep connection between Lincoln University and 
the District of Selwyn will be reflected in the naming of 
local streets in the new Te Whariki subdivision. Several 
prominent University personalities have been put 
forward for the honour, including Ralph Ballinger, 
Sir Turi Carroll, Vernon Clark, Bob Crowder, and 
Emeritus Professor of Soil Science, Kuan Goh. 

Emeritus Professor of Plant Science, Reinhart Langer, 
is the first to be approved for a street name in the 
Ivey neighbourhood. Langer was a staff member 
at Lincoln College from 1959 to 1984, and also 
served as Vice-Principal for six years. Country Wide 
magazine wrote, “It was the early work carried out 
by Prof Langer and his colleagues in their research 
and sharing of knowledge that helped pave the way 
to make the New Zealand pastoral industry a world 
leader that it is today.”

Te Whariki is a joint venture between Lincoln 
University and Ngāi Tahu, and its sections and 
properties have been selling well throughout 2012.  
In fact Selwyn is one of the fastest expanding districts 
in the country and is now home to over 42,000 
people. Rolleston and Lincoln in particular have been 
a prime destination for quake-hit families wanting 
a little more distance from Christchurch. Primary 
school enrolments rose 12-18% through 2012. With 
new subdivisions and the newly rebuilt Famous 
Grouse Hotel (which was destroyed by the September 
2010 earthquake), former students may not recognise 
the place!

Lincoln University has been a major stakeholder in 
Selwyn from its foundation in 1878 as the School of 
Agriculture at Lincoln. The Hon. Edward Cephas 
John Stevens, Lincoln College board member and 
chairman, represented Selwyn as an independent MP, 
and gave his name to the Stevens hall of residence on 
campus. The current Mayor of Selwyn, Kelvin Coe, is 
a Lincoln University alumnus. 

www.selwyn.govt.nz
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Down the flight path of experience

A visit to the US Antarctic Program’s Harewood base 
at Christchurch Airport was a “back to the future” 
experience for retired Lincoln University staff member 
and wartime Air Force flyer Vern Clark.

The visit, organised to coincide with Mr Clark’s 90th 
birthday in February, gave him the opportunity 
to acquaint himself with advances in aviation 
technology since he flew with an American task force 
in the Pacific campaigns of the Second World War.

A highlight was an invitation to try out the co-pilot’s 
seat in the cockpit of a Boeing C-17 Globemaster, one 
of the world’s largest transport aircraft and long part of 
the airborne fleet servicing the US Antarctic Program.

“The computerised assistance now available to 
pilots and aircrew has transformed flying,” he said, 
marvelling at the bank of computers in the C-17.

Vern Clark in the cockpit of the Boeing C-17 Globemaster

He was, however, surprised to find that such a giant 
aeroplane had a “joystick” rather than a “yoke” as its 
control column.

“It was just like in our little fighter aircraft,” he said.

Mr Clark found American airmen still as friendly and 
hospitable as he remembered them in the war years. 

“There was always great camaraderie among  
New Zealand and American aircrews,” he said, “and it 
obviously crosses generations.”

Vern Clark is a former student and staff member of 
Lincoln, and regular Tuesday Lunch Club attendee 
(see page 27).
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PROFILE:  
Charley Lamb – 
Telford Director
Founded in 1964 as a farm training institute, Telford 
became a rural polytechnic in 1990 and a division 
of Lincoln University in 2011. Under any banner, the 
institution has always enjoyed a strong agricultural 
heritage and Charley Lamb proudly took up the 
Directorship over a year ago. 

One of his top priorities has been connecting with the 
local community, and Telford students have taken 
part in sporting events, served on the Youth Clutha 
District Council and operated the highly successful 
Telford Market Day each month. “Hosting over 200 
Australasian delegates for the 2012 New Zealand 
Farm Forestry Conference was a definite highlight,” 
said Charley. 

Up to 150 students a year study on campus, with 
thousands more qualifying via sub-contracting, high 
school programmes and through e-learning and video 
conferencing – in fact off campus programmes in 2012 
were up 45% on 2011. New programmes introduced in 
2013 include a Rural Animal Technician programme 
(at Telford and Wanganui – see page 18) and a  
Stock and Station Agent qualification. There are some 
fantastic student facilities in planning or underway, 
such as a student bar, a climbing wall and a high 
ropes course.

Lamb’s varied career has spanned the military,  
two stints at freezing works and running his own 
market research company, as well as lecturing 
in statistics, economics, marketing research and 
consumer behaviour at Lincoln for 28 years. He is 
also well-known for his love of motorcycles, and 
owns a collection of mopeds, touring bikes and 
motorcycles, including a 1941 Indian bought when 
Lamb was just 14. 

Lately he has combined his love of motorbikes with 
academic research. His study “New Zealand and 
the Isle of Man TT: History of Kiwi Involvement, 
Public Perceptions of an Iconic Event and Potential 
Marketing Implications” investigated whether 
negative safety records have an impact on public 
perception of the UK event’s value and importance. 
Isle of Man TT is the world’s oldest competitive 
motor sport event, and one of the most dangerous 
with 223 riders killed since 1907 (including six New 
Zealanders). 

In an edition of Outlook magazine, Lamb explained 
that the world of motorbikes is a great leveller: “I’ve 
been to 18 Brass Monkey rallies with a real mix of 
people - doctors, pilots and guys who work on the 
factory floor or not at all. And when they’re together 
there are no class distinctions. It’s about camaraderie 
and a love of bikes that crosses age, gender, education 
and, to a large extent, income.” 

Taking up the post at Telford was an opportunity for 
Invercargill-born Charley Lamb to not only progress 
his career and take on some new challenges, but 
also a perfect excuse to return to the South – for the 
friendliness of the local community, as much as for the 
spectacular Central Otago motorcycle routes.Telford
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Christchurch 
Educated
Following the devastating earthquakes in Canterbury, 
the education sector has come together with a global 
message around the benefits of being ‘Christchurch 
Educated’. People from outside the region are 
encouraged to come to Christchurch for the education: 
from primary through to tertiary. With Lincoln 
University located just outside Christchurch, we are 
part of this global campaign to sell the benefits of a 
Christchurch education. The brand stands for great 
thinking, inspiration, learning opportunities and the 
lifestyle that comes with living here. 

www.christchurcheducated.co.nz. 

“Travel distance from home was not a problem -  
New Zealand is basically only three hours or so from 
Adelaide by air, and with Facebook and Skype you’re 
never far from family or friends. Fees in New Zealand 
are a big advantage for Australians too, and Lincoln 
University’s degrees are well respected everywhere.”

Links between Australia and Lincoln University 
go back a long way. Lincoln started life in 1878 as 
a school of agriculture and its founding Director, 
William Edward Ivey, was Australian-born, and 
previously worked for the Victoria Department of 
Agriculture. The ‘Ivey Room’ in Rabobank’s head 
office in Sydney, commemorates his name.

Students arrived from 1880 onwards and right from 
the start they included Australians. For example 
number 20 on the roll was Cedric Francis White from 
Sydney. Other early students were Richard Ernest 
Horsfall and Charles Rowand from Melbourne, and 
John Hamilton Wise from Hobart.

Australian links have continued down the years, 
growing ever stronger. Prominent among Lincoln 
University’s Australian alumni in the modern era are 
cattle and beef industry leaders such as John Andre 
of South Australia, Don Lawson of Victoria, and 
Frank Archer of Tasmania. Don and Frank are both 
Australian Beef Industry Foundation board members 
and Frank is chairman. Australian 

connections 
strong
Commerce student George Carmichael – from 
a cereal-farming family in the ‘Barley Capital of 
the World’, Minlaton, on South Australia’s Yorke 
Peninsula – is the latest in a long line of Aussies to 
have made Lincoln their university of choice.

Now in the second year of a Bachelor of Commerce 
degree in Supply Chain Management, George was 
drawn to Lincoln University through a personal visit 
to New Zealand and the campus, which he won 
through a university-run essay competition called 
Land the Trip.

George landed the prize and once he saw Lincoln’s 
courses and met staff members he was convinced it 
was the University for him. 

George Carmichael 



Landforms 53

Off campus

Off
 ca

m
pu

s

In 2011 another ex-Lincoln University student and 
beef breeder, Tom Gubbins of Te Mania Angus Stud, 
Colac, Victoria, was named Australian Livestock 
Producer of the Year. The citation said Te Mania’s 
dominance of the Angus Group Breedplan EBV’s was 
unparalleled, with twice as many trait leaders as the 
nearest stud.

Today the Australian Beef Industry Foundation, 
supports international education with a range of 
scholarships including one in association with ANZ 
for Lincoln University’s prestigious Kellogg Rural 
Leadership Scholarship Programme. (See page 9).

Kiwi-born alumni of Lincoln University have made 
their mark in Australia too, such as Peter Falconer, 
doyen of the agricultural consulting profession in 
Western Australia. 

The applicability of Lincoln University qualifications 
for careers in Australia is an important point for 
young Australians to consider, says Dr Gary Garner, 
a Queenslander who is now a Senior Lecturer in 
Property Studies at Lincoln University. 

It’s a point endorsed by another Australian academic 
teaching at Lincoln University, Dr Tim Curran, a 
Lecturer in Ecology. Tim says that Lincoln University’s 
strong conservation and ecology programme is 
“transferrable globally” and very relevant to students 
from Australia and elsewhere.

Keep in touch 
with Lincoln 
University
The Lincoln University Alumni and 
Development Office holds information 
about our graduates (alumni) so we 
can keep you informed about upcoming 
events; local networks; campus news; 
speaker events; professional development 
opportunities; and benefits and services 
available to past graduates. 

Wherever you are in the world, keep your 
Lincoln University connections working 
for you!

Visit the alumni pages on  
http://alumnilinc.lincoln.ac.nz  
to register or update your details. 

William Ivey
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Who cares 
about the 
environment?  
We do! 
Key to all that Lincoln University does is an 
awareness of the environment - from our course 
content, to our native plantings, to the paper this 
magazine is printed on.

As New Zealand’s specialist land-based university, 
our mission is to transform land, people and 
economies: and we aspire to do this without 
negatively impacting our environment. 

Land is something we value. It is, literally, our world. 

In 1993 the University adopted an Environmental 
Charter and an Environmental Policy (the first among 
New Zealand tertiary establishments) to support the 
work of the already established staff-student group 
called Lincoln Environmental Organisation (LEO). 
This led to the formation of a formal Environmental 
Task Force and the revision of the Policy in 2003 and 
2010 - giving the University what it now has: the 
Sustainability Advisory Group for the Environment 
(SAGE). SAGE works alongside LEO to ensure the 
University ‘treads lightly on the Earth’, ensuring 
we live up to our values in the areas of sustainable 
practices, stewardship of our own environment, and 
protection of the wider environment. 

The University’s School of Landscape Architecture 
building was built with locally sourced materials 
with a life span of over 100 years and which 
require minimal maintenance. In this building 
and across campus, the University continues to 
make a difference with significant efforts in energy 
conservation, water management, resource recovery 
and waste management. 

Lincoln University is a major supporter of the Lincoln 
Envirotown Trust and provides office space and 
resources for the Chair of the Trust. 

All our publications are printed on environmentally 
responsible paper, produced using Elemental 
Chlorine Free (ECF), Third Party Certified pulp 
sourced from Well Managed and Legally Harvested 
Forests, and manufactured under the strict ISO14001 
Environmental Management System. 

New Zealand’s native biodiversity makes this country 
unique and Lincoln University is very proud of our 
park-like campus, gardens and the native plantings 
we have both on campus and extensively at the 
Lincoln University Dairy Farm. 

The Māori outreach programme and the work 
of staff across the University aims to facilitate 
an understanding of, and acknowledges, Māori 
communities, iwi, hapu, whanau and their affinity 
with their whenua and their environments.  
Formal partnerships and informal collaboration 
will ensure a continuing mutual understanding and 
respect for the land, consistent with the concept of 
kaitiakitanga (stewardship). 
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Don’t want to go outside 
but need the latest 
technical manuals for 
farmers and growers?

Check out the Lincoln University online shop at http://shop.lincoln.ac.nz
There you can purchase the latest Financial Budget Manual, the Farm Technical Manual 
plus many other great reads – and get them sent right to your doorstep.
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From 100  
years ago
What were the issues of the day at Lincoln University, 
then Canterbury Agricultural College, in 1912?

Sponsorship (and broken lampshades!). The Editor of 
the College Magazine, Colin Musgrave laments that 
the publication is “practically insolvent” and it is only 
through the “liberality” of the Board of Governors and 
staff that the edition has been produced. He says the 
magazine is one of the few in colleges in Australasia 
that does not print advertisements - always a point 
of pride. “We leave it in the hands of the Old Boys to 
decide what is to be done,” he says. 

They must have debated for some time because it is 
not until 1916 that advertisements first appear in the 
CAC magazines.

The year was brighter for the College’s 1st XV, with 
an unbeaten season and victory in the Ellesmere 
Shield competition. Boxing and golf also reported 
“successful seasons”.

Ivey Hall and Memorial Hall

The College’s Territorial Army unit “put in a large 
number of drills, on several occasions turning out for 
the whole day for Company Drill”. 

The magazine also records that some “vandals” have 
taken to using boot-locker doors for firewood, but says 
that after trying to burn the wood supplied by the 
authorities “we can hardly blame them”.

A “wave of destruction” seems to have passed over 
the College, says the magazine. The number of 
lampshades etc that have been broken is “astonishing. 
The Music Room has suffered the most and the poor 
old piano has scarcely a sound ivory left in its head”.

In the history of fencing technology, the following 
reported innovation seems quaint:

“A most useful novelty in the way of fencing is  
that recently erected down the back drive to  
Dr Hilgendorf’s house. The posts are composed of 
reinforced concrete, and they ought to surely show 
great advantage in that damp and shady spot. We 
believe that this style of fencing is universal in the 
United States, but its appearance is certainly somewhat 
rare in Canterbury.”
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The organic veggie stall on campus
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